Q4
2020

community

13

thakeham

News from your Parish Council
Community and enviroment news
Thakeham School report

1

Please
support
your local
businesses

With the easing of restrictions,
most businesses within your local
villages have reopened.

With the continued uncertainty, local businesses
need your support now more than ever. So why
should we ditch the online shopping and visit
our local towns and villages?
1. Improved local economy: Research
has shown that for every £10 spent in an
independent shop it provides a further £50
to the local economy by the fact that local
shop owners and their employees spend their
money at other local businesses – thereby
creating a sustainable local economy.
2. Local jobs: An active and thriving town
or village increases the opportunity for new
businesses to open up and therefore increase
the local job opportunities for people of all
ages.
3. Personalised shopping: Local businesses
are more passionate about finding out what
you want to buy and get to know you as

individuals – they love feedback as it only helps
them to improve their service next time.
4. Local produce: Local shops enable local
producers – be it food growers or crafters to
find a platform to sell their creations.
5. Better for the environment: If you live
within walking distance of the village then by
not using the car there is a reduction in air
pollution.
6. Helping local charities: Local businesses
are usually the go to when schools and other
organisations need support with raffles or local
fundraising efforts.
So next time you shop, consider whether
your purchases can be made locally.

Due to COVID-19 many activities in the Parish are not taking place due to venues still being shut.
Please check with the relevant clubs and organisations to find out the latest information.
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NHS
COVID-19 APP

We are encouraging residents to
download the new NHS COVID-19
App to help prevent the spread of
coronavirus. The app allows you to
report symptoms, order a coronavirus
test, and check into venues by
simply scanning a QR code. You can
download it from the App Store or
Google Play. It is still vitally important
that to protect yourself and others,
when you leave home you must:
• wash hands – keep washing your
hands regularly
• cover face – wear a face covering
over your nose and mouth in enclosed
spaces
• make space – stay at least a metre
away from people not in your
household

by Charlotte Dumbrill, Assistant Clerk

MAJOR
CHANGES TO

NATIONAL PLANNING
SYSTEM
Residents should be aware of current
Government proposals that imply major
change to the planning system, including
the status of Neighbourhood Plans.
The proposals include a new system of
‘zoning’ land in three categories (‘growth’
areas; ‘renewal’ areas and protected
areas). The definitions of these areas are
unclear, but the upshot seems to be a
serious weakening of protection for our
countryside.
A new ‘housing needs’ algorithm
is proposed that would increase the
new housing requirement for Horsham
District from 920 to 1,715 homes in each
coming year. This would force HDC to
allow virtually all the potential major new
housing sites that have been proposed
in its Local Plan review consultations.
Proposals would increase the threshold

for size of developments that need to
include affordable housing, in a way that
would lose many such homes in this
area. Meanwhile, neighbourhood plans
seem set to lose any influence on the
number and location of new housing
and be restricted to focus on just the
details of development designs. And a
new fast-track planning review system
would mean communities being required
to digest and respond within 21 days to
proposals for up to 150 new homes.
In parallel, another imminent white
paper will also propose re-organising
local government by moving all services
to unitary (county) council level, which
implies planning decision-making moving
further away from local level. If you share
the Parish Council’s serious concerns
about these proposals you can find out
more at: www.cpresussex.org.uk/news/
reject-planning-reforms-which-are-amajor-threat-to-our-countryside-andcommunities

If you are feeling unwell, get a test and
do not leave home for at least 10 days.

We must
keep on protecting
each other.
HANDS

FACE

SPACE
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QUALITY AND VALUE
DIRECT FROM THE
GROWER!
• You will find an exceptional range of Seasonal
and Hardy plants here at our Nurseries in
West Chiltington – all grown and sold on site.

• Hardy Patio & Bedding Plants for seasonal colour
and Spring Flowering Bulbs – Available Now!

Refill

GET A FREE HARDY
COOL WAVE PANSY WITH
EVERY PURCHASE –
PLEASE PRESENT THIS
LEAFLET

Have you discovered

Fruit
& Veg

Bread

09/09/2020 15:29

The Greenhouse?
Find us at
Stane Street Nurseries, Stane
Street, Pulborough RH20 1BQ
Call us 01798 874445
Email us info@thegreenhouse.shop
thegreenhouse.shop

Gifts

VILLAGE NURSERIES
SINNOCKS, WEST CHILTINGTON, RH20 2JX

01798 813040
OPEN 9AM - 5.00PM – 7 DAYS A WEEK.
village-nurseries.co.uk
peter@villagenurseries.co.uk

Cleaning
products

Plants
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Community news

Environment news

TAX

NEW
PICNIC BENCHES

AT HIGH BAR LANE
PLAYGROUND

01903 745414
www.localhorsham
districttaxis.co.uk

The weather may be turning for the
worse, but we’re pleased to let residents
know that the ageing picnic tables at
the High Bar Lane playground are being
replaced. The new recycled plastic tables
will look good and should last decades.

HALLOWEEN

FIREWORKS
Unfortunately the ongoing Covid
situation has derailed this year’s plans
for the Halloween firework display.
The organisers, Thakeham Community
Events, will keep looking at the options
for safe events in 2021; you can ‘like’
their Facebook page to avoid missing
out on future events.

STRIDE
& RIDE IN

THAKEHAM
The Parish Council has now produced
this set of 16 of suggested walks in our
area, offering options of varying length
to suit all tastes and fitness levels. By
visiting www.thakehamparish.co.uk and
clicking on the “Stride and Ride” feature,
you can link through to these maps to
guide yourself with a smartphone, or
download
PDF versions
to print –
including full
directions and
descriptions
of points of
interest en
route. We
have also
produced an
attractive A5
booklet of
these routes;
copies are available via Thakeham Village
Hall, Meadow Stores and the White
Lion PH.

MORE
BRIDLEWAY

IMPROVEMENTS
Works are in train to upgrade the surface
of the north-south bridleway that
connects the south end of Threals Lane
with Northlands Lane, to ‘all weather’
standard. This will include improving
the safety of crossing Greenhurst Lane.
For central Thakeham residents, this
will improve the poor existing choices
of safe walking/cycling route to and
from Storrington. Thanks in advance for
bearing with the short-term impact on
use of this bridleway while the works are
carried out.

Transport matters
COMMUNITY

TRANSPORT UPDATE

BONFIRE
ADVICE


It has always been the advice of Horsham
District Council that uncontrolled (open)
burning should not take place. This
predates the current situation and will
continue to be so. Having a bonfire is
not prohibited, but it is controlled. There
are good health-based reasons why any
materials, whether garden waste or not,
should not be burnt even in largely rural
areas, because of its contribution to
diffuse air pollution. Although a bonfire
is not a statutory nuisance in itself;
the nuisance is the emission of smoke
and how this affects other peoples’
enjoyment of their property.

GLEBE
FIELD


Friends of the Glebe Field are planning to
plant a small orchard of Sussex fruit trees.
Would you like to join in by sponsoring
a tree? This will commemorate some
special event in your life: an anniversary,
a birth, remembering someone, and
“your” tree will have a plaque to that
effect. The Friends will plant and
maintain the tree. This is an exciting
new venture for Thakeham and will
contribute significantly to the biodiversity
improvements planned for the lovely
green space for everyone to enjoy.
For further details, contact Tony at
burtenshawaj@gmail.com

One of many Covid impacts has been
to delay parish council plans to improve
local community transport options,
but we are still progressing this as
far as possible. The final phase of the
Abingworth development will deliver
substantial funds ring-fenced for this
purpose. While we await news of exactly
when that funding will arrive, we are
closely monitoring discussions that
WSCC are coordinating, around
the ways that rural bus services may need
to evolve post-Covid. This may involve
more minibus-based provision, but we
are keeping all potential future options
on the table (minibus, volunteer dial-aride, taxi vouchers etc.), and will keep
residents updated.

MONAGHAN’S
ACCESS

IMPROVEMENTS
We now understand that these longawaited works to improve the front
access to this site will finally go ahead
this autumn. This will involve building-out
the kerb lines to prevent HGVs entering
and leaving the site to/from the north,
to reduce numbers of HGVs using the
dangerously narrow and banked section
of the B2139 over Dukes Hill. This will
unfortunately mean more temporary
traffic lights at this point during the works.

Contact your Parish Council

Clerk: Owen Richards: clerk@thakehamparish.co.uk
Assistant Clerk: Charlotte Dumbrill: assistant-clerk@thakehamparish.co.uk
Telephone: 01798 815305
www.thakehamparish.co.uk
Facebook: @Thakeham Parish Community
Office: Thakeham Parish Council, Thakeham Village Hall,
1 Abingworth Crescent, Thakeham, West Sussex RH20 3GW
Councillors’ full contact details can be found at:
www.thakehamparish.co.uk/councillors
If someone is new to the Parish contact the Parish Council
so that they can give them their welcome pack. Scan this
QR code with your phone to join our emailing list and
you’ll never miss out on updates from the Parish Council.
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Thakeham Primary
A GREAT START BACK
by Emma-Rose (Year 6)

Here at Thakeham Primary School, we
have had a brilliant start to the academic
term. We have kept our distances really
well and everyone feels safe here. We
have followed the rules to the best of
our ability and everyone is settling back
into the school routine. The children at
Thakeham have enjoyed the start we
have had and can’t wait to see what the
rest of the school year will bring. The
children also are following the rules
very well and even though the times are
tough they still come to school with a
beaming smile on their face.
Harvest festival
Thakeham’s Harvest Festival was themed
around ‘hope’ went exceedingly well, and
everyone loved it. The children did some
fabulous presentations. Elder class read
out a poem whilst signing it and they
wrote their own poem and got three
children to read out each section. Maple
class read out a poem and their teacher
Miss Brown made a beautiful flower with
a cute bumble bee inside of it. Oak and
Acorn presented their pictures of hope
and words that meant hope to them.
Even though Thakeham couldn’t sing

www.westsussex.gov.uk/admissions

they still hummed their favourite harvest
tune.
This term’s topics
In Thakeham Primary School we have
been learning about many fun topics such
as: ‘Reach for the stars’ in Elder class;
Maple have been looking at the book, ‘The
Abominable’ as part of their mountain
topic; Oak class have been looking at the
changes as they grow up and using baby
pictures to guess who is who as part their
topic ‘I’m alive.’ Finally, Acorns (Reception
class) have settled in really well to school
and are enjoying their topic ‘All About Me.’
A new kind of normal
This start of the term has been busy for
the teachers: they have had to change
their approach when they have needed
to comfort and support children and they
have had to teach us all facing forwards
with lots of new rules to keep us all safe.
The teachers have been very brave during
these times because they have still have
to teach even if they have worries about
this virus that is going round. With all that
they have still powered through like our
Super Learning Hero ‘Positive, Persevering
Poppy’ have come to school and taught
the children, providing inspiration whilst
also keeping the children happy and
feeling safe.

LOCAL, INDEPENDENT
GARAGE FOR ALL YOUR
VEHICLE NEEDS
MOT

Car and motorcycle
MOT test station

Special offer

Computer Diagnostics
MOT Repairs

SAVE

Tyres

£40
if booked online

26%

Tuning

Usual price £54.85*

Mechanical Repairs
Servicing
Welding
Exhausts
*5% donation goes to The Mary How Trust

All makes
and all models
undertaken
FREE collection
& delivery

LMC Auto Services
Unit 7& 8 | Station Approach Industrial Estate
Pulborough | West Sussex | RH20 1AQ
T

01798 873281

W

lmcautoservices.co.uk
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Was your child born between
1 September 2016 and 31 August 2017?
If so they are eligible to start
school in September 2021.

Apply online!
It’s simple, convenient
and timesaving. If your
application is received after
the deadline of Friday 15
January 2021 your chance
of securing a place at one of
your preference schools could
be seriously affected.
You can apply online from Monday
5 October 2020. If you would like
further advice or information contact:

03330 142 903
Free internet access to apply
online is available at all:
• West Sussex libraries
• Children and Family Centres

Apply online at:
www.westsussex.gov.uk/admissions
Deadline: Friday 15 January 2021
WS110(M) 08.2020

We have learnt about the importance
of keeping our hands clean, which was
difficult at first, but we are used to it now.
There is also cleaning throughout the day
too and quarantine for resources when
the children have finished using them to
keep germs away. We have separate areas
to play in outside but have learnt some
new games to play too. All the children
have been fantastic and we are really
having fun at Thakeham Primary, even
though things are a little different at the
moment.

LOCKDOWN
HELP STILL AVAILABLE

As well as keeping abreast of the current social distancing
guidance, do bear in mind that if you – or someone you
know - faces particular issues during the lockdown period,
the Thakeham Coronavirus Support Group is there to help.
Volunteers are on standby to support vulnerable people,
especially those who can’t get out, with help running errands
to keeping regular contact through phone calls. Phone 07517
100626 for assistance.

WHAT3WORDS – HELPING YOU IN AN
EMERGENCY
‘what3words’ is now used by 80% of the emergency services in
the UK and has helped locate nearly 400 incidents since it was
first used. Their system divides the entire world into 3m square
plots, each with a unique identifier made of 3 words – making
the location of any emergency or incident very easy to describe,
share and find. For example tortoises.swarm.announce will take
you to a precise location on Ben Nevis where, in February 2020,
a group of hikers were rescued.
The app is free to download – search for “what3words” on
the App Store or Google Play.

THAKEHAM
PARISH HISTORY: CAN YOU

CONTRIBUTE?
The Parish website has a history section, including an archive
page (thakehamparish.co.uk/archive-area/), for which they
welcome items relating to the parish from historical times to
the recent past. Contact Roger Taylor (edstrct@gmail.com),
or the Clerk or Assistant Clerk. If you have any photographs,
information or anecdotes you can share, or questions about
village history.
Each notable building, space or artefact should have its own
record there, and they welcome written accounts of houses and
other locations from their present or past residents, neighbours
or visitors. Their collection is steadily but slowly growing – can
you help speed up progress?

THAKEHAM VILLAGE FC

Work is underway to renovate, restore and refresh the grade
1 listed church building. Repointing is being carried out and
a North facing extension will house toilets and a vestry/
meeting room/creche along with building services. Subject to
funding, future phases will focus mainly on internal repairs and
renovations and they look forward to welcoming you all back
very soon!
For safety reasons access to parts of the church yard
is limited at the moment and they apologise for any
inconvenience this may cause. The church remains open for
private prayer but bellringing remains suspended until further
notice. For more information visit www.stmarysthakeham.org
There will be an outside Remembrance service at the
churchyard war memorial on 8 November at 11am.

Thakham Village FC formed in 2012 and is the parish’s
community amateur football
club. This season the club has
extended to five teams, two
senior and three youth teams
which enables players from age
6 right through to adult to get
involved.
The newest team, the under
12s, takes players from school
years 6 and 7 in addition to
the existing teams at under
10s (school years 4 and 5) and
under 8s (school years 2 and 3).
Anyone interested in joining can pop along to the Abingworth
ground on a Saturday morning and give it a try before signing up
to anything to ensure it is right for you. They have been awarded
the FA’s Charter Standard Club award recognising that player
safeguarding policies are especially important in the current
climate. They welcome all Thakeham residents on a Saturday
to cheer on the team with teas, coffees and snacks available
to purchase and as a community club they are always open to
new volunteers both on and off the pitch. The club are currently
looking for match day helpers, youth team coaches as well as
committee members so if you can lend a hand or a little time
each week then they would be excited to hear from you. For
more information visit www.thakehamvillagefc.co.uk

Thakeham Community Bulletin is produced four times a year by
Eyelevel Design
Telephone: 07973 828231
Email: bulletin@eyeleveldesign.co.uk

Every care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of content.
Eyelevel Design cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions
or endorse companies, products or services that appear in this
publication. Production of the Community Bulletin relies solely on
advertising revenue and is at no cost to the Parish or its parishioners.

THAKEHAM
GARDENERS CLUB

Thakeham Gardeners Club is not meeting at present and the
committee are monitoring their position.

NEWS
FROM ST MARY’S CHURCH

THAKEHAM
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