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thakeham
News from your Parish Council
What’s on locally
Local community groups

QUALITY AND VALUE
DIRECT FROM THE
GROWER!
• You will find an exceptional range of Seasonal
and Hardy plants here at our Nurseries in
West Chiltington – all grown and sold on site.

• LOOSE SEED POTATOES NOW IN STOCK – ONLY
£1.95 PER KILO!

CLAIM A FREE
PRE PACK
DAHLIA WITH
THIS ADVERT!

VILLAGE NURSERIES
SINNOCKS, WEST CHILTINGTON, RH20 2JX

01798 813040
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 9.00AM TO 5PM
peter@villagenurseries.co.uk

News from your Parish Council

by Charlotte Dumbrill, Assistant Clerk

HOUSING NEWS
ABINGWORTH
PHASE 3 PROGRESS


The Parish Council (PC) had understood that revised proposals
for Phase 3 would be available for comment in January prior to
decision making by Horsham District Council (HDC) planning
committee in February. However, this has been delayed by
several weeks and we now expect to see revised proposals in
February and for HDC to consider the case in March.
The amended application is likely to be for 75-units, only a
modest variation of the 77-unit scheme that the PC strongly
objected to last September. If approved by HDC, it represents
an increase of 50 units on the current approved plan to build 25
units in this final phase of the project when our allotments will
be delivered. Look to our website and facebook pages
for updates.

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR –
A VISION FOR 2020
In our first edition of the decade we set a challenge to you
all – what can you do to make Thakeham Parish (and its
surroundings) the best possible place to live?
Due to budget cuts West Sussex County Council have been
reducing many services throughout Sussex but there are some
things we could do ourselves: pick up litter, cut back vegetation,
clear blocked drains, or wash road signs. Our open spaces
and parks could be kept tidy and planted with native trees and
wildflowers. Our public transport may be almost non-existent,
but we could car-share and offer lifts to neighbours without
access to vehicles. To help the planet we could walk and cycle
more, reduce our plastic usage and increase our recycling.
Things we no longer need or want could be reused or upcycled
by others. More people could volunteer for our various clubs
and charities. And, if your interests and enthusiasms aren’t
catered for, act and set something up. Look at the Parish
Council website for ideas and use the Thakeham Community
Facebook page or “Nextdoor Thakeham” to spread your own.
Want some help developing something? Contact the Chair of
the council by email: chair@thakehamparish.co.uk.
Small things add up and together we can make a difference
to our community.

GLEBE
FIELD UPDATE


The long negotiations between the Parish Council and the
Chichester Diocese have concluded and a 10-year lease of the
Glebe Field has now begun. The parish council environment
committee is discussing plans going forward to help this green
space blossom into a natural and vibrant space for wildlife. Let
us know if you would like to be part of a “Friends of the Glebe
Field” group.

COMMUNITY NEWS
TREE
PLANTING AT TESLA


Tesla Engineering is working with the Woodland Trust to plant
4000 trees at their site in Water Lane. Students at Thakeham
Primary planted trees in December and were joined by parish
councillors and the Parish Clerk. Going forward the PC is
looking at options to plant more trees and hedging to help
pollinators and wildlife on the land owned and controlled
by the Parish Council.

Thai Restaurant & Bar

2 COURSE &
*DRINK

£17.95
*Small beer, glass of
house wine or soft drink

Lunch
Eat in
offers

HIGH
BAR LANE PARK REFURB


In mid-January the refurbishment work began on the
playground on High Bar Lane. There will be a new rubber
surface beneath some of the equipment, the old monkey bars
will be replaced with striding stills and a trapeze walk, the swing
set will be replaced, and the zipwire and roundabout will be
refurbished. Thank you for bearing with the inconvenience of
the playground being out of action but we hope you enjoy the
new refurbished park! We welcome those who use it being
involved in keeping it a welcoming space.

Thai
night
offer
MONDAYS &
TUESDAYS

2 COURSE LUNCH

£14.50pp
3 COURSE LUNCH
£16.50pp

19 Swan Corner, Pulborough, RH20 1RJ

*HOME DELIVERY & TAKE AWAY SERVICE AVAILABLE
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BRIDLEWAY
PLANS


Further work to complete resurfacing of the remaining section
of the bridleway connecting High Bar Lane and Threals Lane will
happen in the next couple of months, with costs shared with West
Chiltington Parish Council. We are continuing to look at other
ways of improving routes from central Thakeham to Storrington.

THAKEHAM
OAK SIGN


The Thakeham sign has been returned
to Harbolets crossroads; the new oak
beam was kindly donated by nearby
Northwood Forestry and should last for
many years.

Transport matters
WATER
LANE TRAFFIC LIGHTS


RECYCLING
AT THE

VILLAGE HALL
Don’t forget about the collection point
in the village hall where you can recycle
certain household items that cannot go
in with the normal recycling. Parish Councillor Fiona, who sorts
the items and takes them to Sussex Green Living, is hoping to
expand the scheme soon. The feedback and response from the
community so far has been fantastic and many items have been
saved from going to a landfill. If you want more information about
what items can and can’t be accepted go to our website and
search for “recycling”.

The traffic light installation on Water Lane is progressing
well. We know the temporary lights are adding to waiting
times and causing some frustrations, but patience is
appreciated. While the roadworks are taking place, West
Sussex County Council (WSCC) Highways team are also
looking at drainage arrangements to see if that can be
improved to try to reduce flooding on the road and playing
fields in the future.

WINTER
ROADS CLEARANCE


As one of many local parishes to raise concerns about
WSCC’s November proposals to reduce their gritting and
snow clearance commitment, the PC was relieved when
these proposals were withdrawn in December, but this will
likely remain an area of funding pressure in coming years.

MONAGHAN’S
ACCESS

IMPROVEMENTS

Contact your Parish Council

These works are now expected to begin in March, and as an
early warning there is likely to be temporary traffic lights in
place for at least some of the timeframe.
Monaghan’s have been very proactive with trying to
remedy the problems caused by some HGVs and sent a
letter to their hauliers (see our website) to comply with
routing of trucks from the south only.
The works will narrow the entrance and build-out the
kerb lines to prevent HGVs entering and leaving the site to or
from the north. This should reduce numbers of HGVs using
the dangerously narrow and banked section of the B2139
to the north over Dukes Hill. Other HGVs not connected to
Monaghan’s will unfortunately still be able to use this route,
but we are continuing to try to persuade WSCC Highways to
review local HGV routing to prevent this.

Clerk: Owen Richards
clerk@thakehamparish.co.uk
Assistant Clerk: Charlotte Dumbrill
assistant-clerk@thakehamparish.co.uk

Telephone: 01798 815305
Facebook: @Thakeham Parish Community
www.thakehamparish.co.uk
Office: Thakeham Parish Council, Thakeham Village Hall,
1 Abingworth Crescent, Thakeham, West Sussex RH20 3GW
Councillors’ full contact details can be found at:
www.thakehamparish.co.uk/councillors
Let us know if someone is new to the Parish so that we can give
them our welcome pack.
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NEW EVENTS
TCE
EVENT FUNDING


Funding is available to groups who wish
to hold their own community events
within the parish. If you are a potential
event organiser and would like further
support or funding, you can contact
Thakeham Community Events by email at
thakehamcommunityevents@gmail.com.

WINE
TASTING EVENING


Hennings Wine are holding a wine tasting
evening at Thakeham village hall on
Friday 6th March at 7:30pm, with the
theme being wines from Iberico.

VILLAGE
SPRING CLEAN


Our annual village tidy up will be on the
morning of Saturday 18th April. Details
will be shared soon.

ANNUAL
PARISH

MEETING
Monday 20th April will be at Thakeham
Village Hall starting at 7.30pm. The
general theme this year is “Helping the
Community protect itself” with speakers
from Sussex Police and NatWest bank.

MAY
DAY WALK


May Day Walk will take place on Saturday
2nd May, more information to follow.

Community matters
THAKEHAM
PARISH

HISTORY: CAN YOU
CONTRIBUTE?
The Parish website has a history
section, including an archive page:
thakehamparish.co.uk/archive-area, for
which they welcome items relating to the
parish from historical times to the recent
past. Contact Roger Taylor (edstrct@gmail.
com), or the Parish Clerk or Assistant Clerk
if you have any photographs, information
or anecdotes you can share, or questions
about village history.
Each notable building, space or artefact
should have its own record here, and they
welcome written accounts of houses
and other locations from their present or
past residents, neighbours or visitors. The
collection is steadily but slowly growing –
can you help speed up progress?

THAKEHAM
SHORT MAT

BOWLS CLUB
Every Monday evening from 7.15-9.15pm
with new members always welcome. If
you don’t know anything about short mat
bowls, they will lend you some woods and
give tuition. Don’t forget your slippers if
you don’t have bowling shoes, to protect
the mats.

The cost is just £2.50 per session and
there is an annual membership fee of
£20.00 which is due by 1st May each year
or before you have your third roll-up.
With no annual fee payment the session
charge rises to £5.
Contact: Barbara on 01798812151 or
barbara.weir@uwclub.net

THAKEHAM
GARDENERS

CLUB
Meets the second Monday of each month,
7.30pm, Village Hall. They hold an Annual
Flower Show, two plant sales, outings
and talks.
Contact: Linda Turk on 01903 741068.

THAKEHAM
BELLRINGERS


Based in St. Mary’s church, they practice
on Wednesday evenings from 7.30-9.00pm
and organise outings and links with other
societies. They welcome anyone who is
interested in finding out about ringing,
and to see the bells.
To find out more, visit thakehamparish.
co.uk/thakeham-bellringers, contact
Christine Hounslow (01798 815993
christinehounslow@hotmail.com) or
Roger Watts (01798 813775 country.
crafts88@gmail.com)

THAKEHAM
PRIMARY SCHOOL
STUNNING
START 2020
A new term means
a new topic!
If you didn’t know already
here’s some information about
Thakeham Primary School’s
stunning starts. Each classroom
has had their stunning start and
they were eager to inform us
about their activities.

ELDER CLASS (YR 5&6)
This term Elder class is going to be
learning about the Saxons and they
have been very lucky to have Matt from
Bluebell Bush Craft Forest School come
in and cook with us! We baked honey
bread and a vegetable stew – it was
delicious. While we ate, Matt told us
old Saxon tales and facts. Elder class
say thank you very much for your time
and knowledge!

MAPLE CLASS (YR 3&4)
Maple class this term has been busy
on an expedition about their new topic
about the Romans and stone-age. The
expedition started around the school
grounds to locate a range of different
items which they would use to keep
them alive. They found wood and sticks

TAX

01903 745414
www.localhorsham
districttaxis.co.uk

Thakeham Community Bulletin is produced four times a year by
Eyelevel Design
Telephone: 07973 828231
Email: bulletin@eyeleveldesign.co.uk

and berries and they found a rabbit and
rocks and sticks. The children enjoyed this
thoroughly.

OAK CLASS (YR 1&2 )
Oak class has been busy looking for
penguins! When they got back from
playtime they saw some mysterious
footprints leading them to the group
room and they saw it was a penguin, he
was hiding in the cupboard because he
was scared. They took him back to the
classroom and they decided he needs
a name! After many discussions, they
gave the little penguin a name – he was
named… Fluffy. He is now living happily in
the back of the classroom. The penguin is
the main character in their new book ‘Lost
and Found’ by Oliver Jeffers and their other
book Solo by Paul Geraghty based on their
topic about penguins.

ACORN CLASS (EYFS)
Acorn class came back from Christmas to
find dinosaur eggs! They made nests made
from cotton wool, feathers, tissue paper and
paper bowls. After the weekend, the eggs
hatched and the dinosaurs came out but
staying cosy in their little nests. The children
liked it best when the eggs hatched.

By Flossie

Every care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of content.
Eyelevel Design cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions
or endorse companies, products or services that appear in this
publication. Production of the Community Bulletin relies solely on
advertising revenue and is at no cost to the Parish or its parishioners.
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