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YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

From the Chairman
The Parish Council was pleased by the
outcome of the planning appeal relating
to the un-permitted access trench that
has disfigured the bank of the sunken
lane at the gateway to The Street since
January 2017. The decision upheld HDC’s
enforcement direction to the landowner
to reinstate the bank, and made clear
that was no entitlement to create a new
vehicle access point regardless of the
features and landscape sensitivity of the
location. Of course this should never have
happened. We hope the outcome sends a
clear signal that anyone who attempts to
ignore or manipulate the planning system
may find it backfires, leaving them with
significant legal and engineering costs.
Thakeham is one of the few Councils in
the District with a “made” Neighbourhood
Plan and the inspector gave considerable
weight to the policies in it relating to The
Street as a Conservation Area and sunken
lanes as a characteristic feature of the
local landscape.

The new Village Hall and other
Abingworth facilities are now nearing
completion. We now expect the Village
Hall to be delivered and handed over by
late September, and open for business
soon after. Meanwhile the new football
Changing Rooms will be ready for
use by local clubs for the start of next
season. The Cricket pavilion is also due
this autumn, and we expect it to be in
full operation by West Chiltington &
Thakeham Cricket Club for the 2019
season.
In relation to the Abingworth traffic
calming measures, the new speed
indicator signs are now finally working.
We are also happy to report that Highways
have finally approved the ‘pinch-point’
scheme for the Abingworth 30mph zone,
and the works will be progressed urgently
during this summer school vacation. We
are continuing to work on a scheme to
use development funding for a Thakeham
community minibus service in partnership
with West Sussex Minibus Association.
The improvements we are seeing in
Thakeham (despite some setbacks and
frustrations) continue to largely depend
on the work of a relatively small number

of committed volunteers. We need to
share community responsibilities more
widely. Opportunities to help range
from the ‘short and sweet’, e.g. lending
a hand at Village Day, to more regular
involvement, by getting involved in the
PC’s Community group, or the Village
Hall management group. When local
parish elections come around again in
May 2019, it would be good to see some
new faces coming forward!
Alan Hunt
Chairman, Thakeham Parish Council

Contact the
Parish Council
Clerk: Owen Richards
Web: www.thakehamparish.co.uk
Email: clerk@thakehamparish.co.uk
Telephone: 01798 815305
Office:
Thakeham Parish Council
Storrington Road
Thakeham
RH20 3EJ
Councillors’ full contact details
can be found at:
http://thakehamparish.co.uk/councillors

New Mega play tower at High Bar
Lane playground
The Parish Council are delighted to report that the new ‘Mega’ play
tower has now been installed and is open for use at the High Bar Lane
playground. We think that you will agree that this is a great first step in
our longer-term plans to fully overhaul this play area, bringing it up to
modern standards.
The new tower is getting great reviews and we hope that everyone
enjoys using the new equipment this summer. If you like it please consider
making a modest donation to help us bridge the budget for the project,
which has put a big strain on the PC’s finances. So far, 15 generous local
residents have between them contributed £750, but that’s only 1% of
adults in Thakeham and we hope that there are still a few more people
willing to help, and be part of having made this happen! Visit https://
chuffed.org/project/high-bar-lane-playground-bringing-back-thewow-factor to donate – many thanks. We will be thinking and consulting
about further plans to improve this area, as funds allow.

Horsham District Information
Fly tipping

n

Readers will be familiar with fly tipping
as a chronic issue on the verges of
our rural roads, and you may be also
be aware that where this happens on
private land, the landowner is usually
stuck with the cost of removal. But
Horsham District Council are seeking to
raise awareness of a lesser-known aspect,
i.e. anyone employing a contractor to
undertake work that involves taking away
waste may find themselves legally liable
if that waste ends up fly-tipped. That is,
householders share legal responsibility for
the proper disposal of building and house
clearance waste. So please be mindful to

only use responsible contractors who
can demonstrate this, which they can
do by showing you their waste carrier
licenses.

Putting out your
refuse/
recycling
bins

n

With their new
collection vehicles, HDC
advise that bins should
now be left with handles
pointing towards the
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road. Also, bins don’t need to be gathered
at particular locations on one side of the
road and can now be left at any sensible
place on either side of the road.

Keeping pavements
clear

n

The Parish Council receives regular
complaints about footways being
blocked by poorly parked cars and
overgrown garden vegetation, creating
real problems for people with mobility
issues or with children in pushchairs.
Most people respond willingly when
issues are raised, but with a little care and
communication they could be avoided.

Velo South event,
Sunday 23 September

TRAFFIC MATTERS

Traffic Calming
In relation to the Abingworth traffic
calming measures, the new speed
indicator signs are now finally working.
Also, Highways have finally approved the
‘pinch-point’ scheme for the Abingworth
30mph zone, and the developer has
confirmed that the works will be
progressed urgently during this summer
school vacation. We look forward to
this making a real difference to vehicle
speeds in central Thakeham in the very
near future.
An upsurge in HGVs carrying
aggregate materials through Thakeham
in April turned out to be related to the

Paula Rosa site (Water Lane) but Barratt
Homes have agreed to divert this traffic.
It is good to see new speed limit signage,
yellow lines and crossing improvements
being put in place around the
Meadowbrook development entrance.
We await draft plans from WSCC for
a new project to improve the safety
of the Water Lane/B2139 roundabout,
especially for children and parents
walking to the Rock Road schools.
If you witness cases of speeding,
driving while using a mobile
phone or other anti-social driving
behaviour, and you have the
registration number, report it! www.
operationcrackdown.org

Please note for your diaries that on
the morning of Sunday 23 September
the Velo South cycle event will impact
local journeys. Cyclists will be using
the B2133 – from its junction with the
A29 near Billingshurst, south-east along
Harbolets Lane, across the B2139 dog-leg
crossroads and along Goose Green Lane
to Ashington. The B2133 (Harbolets Lane/
Goose Green Lane) will be closed to
other traffic from 06:30 to 12:45, and for
the same period the B2139 StorringtonCoolham road will also be closed to
north-south traffic at the Harbolets
crossroads (except for emergency
access). The PC is trying to work with the
organisers to explore options for parish
businesses to benefit from the event.
Full information can be found at www.
velosouth.com/ (look under Resident
Info tab for route map, further details
on road closures etc.)

Horsham Year of Culture plans
for Thakeham
We would like to talk to anyone who can sponsor or organise a Thakeham based event
to be included in the Horsham District Year of Culture 2019. In the diary so far are two
art workshops in June at the beautiful Blue Idol – be inspired by Penn, pattern and peace!
Contact Cllr Caroline Instance (01403741369/caroline.instance@btinternet.com)

• Beginners to improvers
• 14 week course
• Three hours a week,
mornings or afternoons
• Step-by-step guidance
• Meet new friends
• Develop new skills

For all information and to book call 01256 810 933

Holbrook Tythe Barn, Horsham. Limited spaces – call now for details
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Thakeham
Village Day

COMMUNITY MATTERS
n Community

Events,
communication and
minibus scheme

The councillor team is kept busy
covering the various aspects of the Parish
Council’s remit, but we could be more
effective with a bit of extra help from
local residents on some specific projects.
Current priorities that would benefit from
extra person-power are: assisting with
community events and communications,
and setting up a volunteer-based local
minibus scheme. Contact the Clerk to
find out more!
n Thakeham

Parish
History: Can you
contribute?

The Parish Council has begun the
process of creating a local history archive
web page (http://thakehamparish.
co.uk/archive-area/). We are seeking
photographs, maps, sketches etc. relating
to the parish from Victorian times to the
end of the 20th century. Contact Cllr
Roger Taylor (edstrct@gmail.com;
01798 815969)
n Thakeham

Club

Gardeners

Meets second Monday of each month,
7.30pm, Village Hall. Annual Flower Show,
outings and talks! Contact: Linda Turk
on 01903 741068.
n Thakeham

Bellringers

Based in St. Mary’s church, we practice
on Wednesday evenings from 7.30 to
9.00 p.m. and organise outings and links
with other societies. We welcome anyone
who is interested in finding out about

15 September 2018

ringing, and to see the bells. To find out
more visit http://thakehamparish.
co.uk/thakeham-bellringers or contact
Christine Hounslow (01798 815993
christinehounslow@hotmail.com) or
Roger Watts (01798 813775 country.
crafts88@gmail.com).
n News

from the Village
Hall Trust

The Village Hall Committee has
appointed two part-time hall managers as
a job share, to help set up and organize
the new village hall. Sarah Skelding has
already started, and has been looking
into a new Village Hall website and
online Booking system. Sarah has also
now taken over from Barbara Laker
as Bookings Secretary, and can be
contacted on 01798 815794/info@
thakehamvillagehall.co.uk. Barbara has
given us many years of voluntary service
as our Booking Clerk and helping to keep
the Village Hall going, and the Committee
is very grateful for all she has done.
Amanda Norton will start nearer the
completion date of the new Village Hall,
which is expected now in September. We
are still interested in more volunteers for
the Committee, to help manage the new
facility. Contact John Bearman (Village
Hall Chairman) on 01903 744971/
johnbearman47@hotmail.com.
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Plans and preparations are underway
for Thakeham Village Day on 15th
September. Put it in your diary! Our
main focus remains fundraising to
benefit the children of Thakeham
Primary School and Thakeham PreSchool, and for the improvements at
High Bar Lane children’s playground.
We are also celebrating the new heart
of the village by moving the event back
to Abingworth Football fields; activities
will go on into the evening with live
bands, DJ support, food and drink.
As the land for the new development
once belonged to the Mushroom
Factory the day has a mushroom (Fun
Guy) theme. Mushrooms are part
of our heritage, having been grown
in Thakeham since the early 1900s.
In the ‘60s Chesswood were the
largest mushroom grower in Europe.
A smaller mainly organic operation,
Thakeham Mushrooms Ltd, still
operates here and will be donating
some mushrooms for sale.
We hope the event will be bigger
and better than in recent years,
involving as many of our local
community groups as we can.
Quality craft stalls welcome.
Anyone willing to volunteer to
help with tent erection, car park
stewarding, selling raffle tickets and
programmes, BBQ grilling, bar sales,
running a coconut shy, making
bunting etc should contact Cllr
Caroline Instance (01403741369/
caroline.instance@btinternet.com).
Cllr Caroline Instance

News from Thakeham
Pre-School
We have had a really busy Summer Term. The children
have loved looking after our vegetable garden and they’ve
loved picking the French beans, runner beans, spinach and
courgettes. We’ve had lots of eggs and caterpillars on our
broccoli so we put them into a butterfly house, the children
have been absolutely fascinated watching them grow and
build cocoons.

West Chiltington
and Thakeham
Cricket Club
One of the highlights of our season so far was our Schools’
Cricket Fun Day which was held at the club in June.
Last season, the club received some very generous donations in
memory of former Club Captain Tim Monday, who tragically died
during one of our home matches last year. Tim was passionate
about junior cricket and getting the next generation enthused
about the game he loved so dearly. Therefore, in memory of Tim,
we have decided to put the donations that we received towards
organising events that introduce young children to cricket.
So back in June we were delighted to welcome 50+ children
from 5 local schools* to our club for an afternoon of fun cricketbased activities. All of the children were new to cricket and
we hope that this experience might spark off an interest in our
great game. Our thanks go to our Club Coach, Tim van Noort,
for coordinating the activities and to several of our players for
volunteering to help run the day. We hope that the links we have
built with these schools will continue to flourish.
Summer Cricket Activities for 5-13 year olds
We are running 3 cricket camps on 21st, 22nd and 23rd August
9-1pm at our club. More information about the activities and how
to book are here www.westchiltingtonandthakehamcc.co.uk/
summercamp
For more information about the club please contact us on
info@wctcc.org.uk, 07841 804346 or visit www.wctcc.org.uk

FLOWER FESTIVAL 2018
7th-9th September

St. Mary’s Church, West Chiltington
We have not had a Flower Festival at St. Mary’s for a very long
time, and now, with a new Vicar, Rev. David Coleman, and
many war memories – we have three V.C.’s graves to remember
in our churchyard – 100 years commemoration of the RAF, and
an enthusiastic flower team I seemed a good time to ‘go for it’.
Nyetimber Vineyard (as you probably know the village is
surround by their vineyards) are our main sponsor, but most of
the arrangements in September will be personalised, sponsored
and dedicated to the memory of ‘dear’ ones.
The actual flower arrangements will follow the colours of
the rainbow as they progress around the church, there will be
many poppies, much wartime memorabilia, wine tastings –
Nyetimber of course – local artisans displaying and selling their
work, refreshments all day in the Church Hall, and a very special
Evensong at 6pm on the Sunday evening September 9th, and
Mrs. Hereema (Nyetimber) has agreed to open the Festival on the
morning of September 6th. The event is in aid of repairs for St.
Mary’s Church. Sue Paterson

* West Chiltington, Ashington, Wisborough Green, Pulborough & Thakeham
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Thakeham Primary School

STAY

For some of our Thakeham Reporters, this
will be our final report on behalf of our
school. We’ve spent many happy years at
Thakeham, but it is now time to move on to
our secondary schools. It has been a very
exciting year, moving to our new site and
becoming a Primary School. We have really
enjoyed all the new resources – these have
opened up new opportunities and made
learning more fun! Our hard work really paid
off and we are really proud of our achievements at SATs.
Our official school opening was an event we will never forget,
especially because Sally Gunnell, Olympic hurdler came to visit. It
was a great opportunity to say thank you to all those people who
helped with the move and the new building.
We remember our PGL residential, building teamwork and
Summer is here and for many of us that means barbecue
co-operation skills and developing our resilience. Our World Cup
season. Whether you cook with gas or charcoal, it’s
Football week was amazing – the whole school travelled to ‘Out
important to follow simple precautions to keep you and
of Bounds’ and played foot-golf and ten pin bowling. Throughout
your property safe. Every year, West Sussex fire crews are
the year we have had lots of sporting success in tournaments
called to scores of barbecue-related blazes, often due to
against other local schools and really enjoyed our PE lessons with
Steyning Grammar School teachers.
coals being discarded before they have completely cooled
We have enjoyed extra responsibilities as part of our new
down.
‘Community Award.’ We have helped the little ones at Thakeham
Particular care should be taken if you own a thatched
BETTERduring
Pre-School, tidied up the garden area at Trinity Church, and
cottage: one spark can cause devastation, especially
FIRE PROTECTION
entertained the residents at Sussex Downs Care Home, to name
a heatwave.
just a few of our good deeds! We feel we really made a difference
Here, local fire safety experts Allsaved offer five tips to
to others in the community.
protect you and your loved ones this summer:
Our year has almost finished and a visit from Ofsted has given
• Stand your barbecue on a flat surface away from
us the opportunity to show off our achievements. We will have
buildings, fences, trees and sheds
to wait until September to share the outcome!
• Aelectrical
lways store pressurised gas according to
instructions,
BETTER
Protecting
your home
or business
We are ready for the next steps in
our learning
journey
and from fire and
ELETRICAL
risks is important whatever the time of year. Butand
during
the a gas barbecue is in full working
check
order
wonder where these will take us.
warmer months there can be added dangers, such as electrical
before
you
need
to
use
it
Dylan, Ollie, Jasper, Isabellafires caused by faulty air conditioning units, or power surges
• Never attempt to speed things up by using lighter fuel,
from summer storms.
paraffin, diesel or petrol
Here at Allsaved, we offer a full range of fire safety and electrical
•
Don’t
the chef drink too much alcohol!
services to ensure maximum protection for you and
yourlet
property.
• When
you’ve finished cooking on a charcoal
barbecue,
We supply and service residential fire extinguishers
at highly
BETTER
competitive rates.
dampen coals thoroughly with water TECHNOLOGY
before leaving
unattended
As a local company, we’re proud to support our community,
sponsoring
women’s cricket, children’s football and point-to-point
racing
in
Thatched
cottages
must be equipped with fire
West Chiltington and surrounding villages.
extinguishers, but all homes can benefit from fire safety
We hope we can support you too. Stay safeadvice
– contact
your
local,
and
equipment.

SAFE

Planning a summer
THISbarbecue?
SUMMER
Five tips to stay safe

trusted experts today for a free home fire safety check.

Allsaved
Lower Jordans Lane | Gay Street
Pulborough | RH20 2HH

To ensure you enjoy
summer without the risk,
call812999
Pulborough-based
01798
experts Allsaved on
allsaveduk.com
01798 812999 or visit
www.allsaveduk.com
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Taking your dog
for a walk
in the
countryside
A message from Nigel Bird, our West Sussex County
Council Access Ranger
We know that lots of people who use the rights of way
network do so to walk the dog and it’s clearly an excellent way
of ensuring a bit of regular exercise. Residents of Thakeham
certainly have some lovely walks to choose from! There are
many positive benefits of dog ownership and recent research
suggests that they contribute towards a healthier, more
inclusive society.
However, in my role as a WSCC Access Ranger, I have had a
few conversations with landowners recently who are concerned
about the behaviour of dogs on their land. Some seek advice on
fencing in their footpaths because they want to prevent dogs
from running around their fields and potentially worrying their
livestock or chasing their pheasants. This is a shame because
we prefer not to see paths restricted in this way but appreciate
that the landowner must protect their stock and their livelihoods
and, regrettably, I have received a report of a recent livestock
worrying incident in nearby West Chiltington.
Attacks on livestock are continuing to rise and they can
be distressing – not just for farmers, but for dog owners too.
The National Farmers Union has launched their ‘take the lead’
campaign, urging dog owners to keep their dogs on leads when
they are walking them in the countryside. An article by Meridian
TV can be viewed at www.itv.com/news/ meridian/2018-03-03/
dog-owners-urged-to-take-the-lead/
As far as the law is concerned, the entitlement to take a dog
on a right of way is confined to the line of the path so if it’s

allowed to run around a field, off the path, trespass is committed
against the holder of the land. There is no requirement for dogs
to be kept on a lead but they are required to be kept under close
control at all times. They should not be allowed to attack or
chase livestock and a farmer may shoot a dog that is doing so.
Dog fouling can also be problem and again we have received
reports in the past from farmers who have had animals turned
away at slaughter due to worms allegedly being picked up
from dog faeces. Some landowners are so worried about this
they feel unable to keep stock in fields with footpaths across
them. This clearly has an impact on their business. Please do
not leave dog mess behind – it’s horrible to tread in and can
be dangerous to livestock and humans. Remember to worm
your dog regularly and try and encourage it to ‘go’ at home.
Otherwise please pick it up and put it in the special red bins,
flush it down the loo or pop it in your refuse bin (securely tied
in a plastic bag).
Enjoy your walks around Thakeham and don’t forget to
let us know if you have any rights of way queries or concerns
call 01243 777620 or go to www.westsussex.gov.uk/prow

A note from the publisher
Are you a local business looking to reach a targeted
local audience? We have a range of size adverts for all budgets and there is the opportunity to tie your advertising in with our sister
publications in West Chiltington and Pulborough. Call us on 01798 865480 or email: bulletin@eyeleveldesign.co.uk for a media
pack. Do you know someone who isn’t receiving this Community Bulletin? We are unique to other free publications in that we
endeavour to get a copy to every single household in the Parish either by door drop delivery or post. If we’ve missed anyone please
email: bulletin@eyeleveldesign.co.uk with the full address of the property that is missing.

Kerry at Eyelevel Design
Every care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of content.
Eyelevel Design cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions
or endorse companies, products or services that appear in this
publication. Production of the Community Bulletin relies solely on
advertising revenue and is at no cost to the Parish or its parishioners.

Thakeham Community Bulletin is produced four times a year
by Eyelevel Design
Telephone: 01798 865480 Email: bulletin@eyeleveldesign.co.uk
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