
FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
Welcome to our Spring newsletter. 

The Thakeham community remains deeply upset by the death 
of young Ellie Thornton, following an accident at the southern 
Abingworth section of the B2139 in late March.    Ellie’s parents 
have asked us to pass on the heartfelt message at the bottom 
of this page.  Her short but joyful life will be marked by a new 
bench and tree planting in the High Bar Lane playground, at a 
community event on her birthday, Monday 10 July.  Please note 
for your diary, and if you would like to help organise this event, 
contact the parish office.

While the details of the incident remain under investigation, 
residents are well aware of long-standing issues with the 
30mph limit in this area.  It is terrible that this happened just 
before traffic calming improvements began to be delivered, 
after years of lobbying. A first pass of pavement/crossing works 
at the southern Abingworth entrance is underway.  HDC’s 
recent approval of the Abingworth phase 2 changes now allows 
further traffic calming measures to go ahead. This will begin 
with new vehicle-activated speed displays,  signage and road 
surface treatments. Then, subject to further sign-off by WSCC 
Highways, a new ‘pinch point’ priority system through the 
30mph zone, extension of the 40mph limit from Storrington 
over Jackets Hill and other measures. 

We have created a new Traffic Calming Latest web-page to 
give detailed information on the expected Abingworth works 
and will continue to work to improve road safety, especially 
for young people.  As well as the Abingworth area, we remain 
concerned about the safety of pupils commuting on foot/bicycle 

near the Rock Road school site, especially at the Water Lane 
roundabout, and we know that there are other dangerous road 
areas that still need action.

Unfortunately the efforts of the PC and most residents 
to maintain and improve the facilities and appearance of 
our village continue to be set back by regular instances of 
vandalism.  The High Bar Lane playground has seen three 
recent incidents, most recently a fire being set in a brand-new 
litter bin.  Repairing this damage drains our funds and adds to 
your precept bill, so if you know who is involved, please use 
your influence to stop it happening.

Likewise, some residents have a strange approach to dog waste. 
Bagging it just to throw it into a hedge is deeply anti-social: 
please bin it – if necessary by taking it home.

A big thank-you to local referendum voters who gave the 
Thakeham Neighbourhood Plan 93% endorsement in March.  It 
will now become part of the local planning framework, helping 
us to resist future inappropriate speculative development 
proposals.  We are moving on to review and get resident input 
to our Design Statement, which complements the Plan with 
more detailed advice.

The Parish Council is very concerned about the ongoing erosion 
of our bus services (see item overleaf about the 74/A service).  
So we have made the future of community transport the 
main theme of our Annual Parish Meeting of 15 May (7.30pm, 
Village Hall – all welcome!).

Alan Hunt 

Chairman, Thakeham Parish Council

Thakeham
Parish Council News

Issue 49 Spring 2017

Parish Council News Thakeham Parish Council News  Issue 49 Spring 2017

Ellie - Our Little Angel
Dear Friends and Neighbours - Thank you.

As you may be aware we recently lost our Ellie to a tragic accident when she was on her way to the School Bus stop, 
and whilst this is heart breaking for us we are humbled and gratified around the level of support we have received. 

We have been to the bus stop on a number of occasions to read and retrieve the notes and toys left behind, and the 
potted plants have now been planted in our Garden so we have a small area to remember Ellie.

The Community support has been incredible, and most welcome as this event has taken over our daily lives, so thank 
you to all who have left groceries on the door step, the evening meals, the Local Churches, Schools and The White 
Lion Pub. You have all helped us in some way, thank you, thank you.

Ellie was our amazing little girl, and we miss her every minute of the day, she was always laughing and smiling and 
didn’t believe in being unhappy. She raised money for charities to help those who she felt needed her help and her 
final legacy was to allow three other people to live their lives through her organ donation.

Thank you all so much for your support, an amazing community.

Regards

Adrian and Kerry Wilton
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PARISH COUNCIL CONTACT INFORMATION

Clerk Owen Richards    Web: www.thakehamparish.co.uk
Tel:  01798 815305     The Parish Office, Thakeham Parish Council, 
Email:  clerk@thakehampc.plus.com  Storrington Road, Thakeham, RH20 3EJ

Parish Council News

THAKEHAM FIRST SCHOOL 
REPORTERS

Another busy term at TFS.  One of the 
exciting highlights being World Book Day. 

Our special guest, author and poet Roger Stevens, helped us 
create our own poem which we later edited, helped by Jane 
Blunden, one of our Governors. 

This year each class took part in National Science Day.  We 
were lucky enough to have a ‘scientist’ from Sublime Science 
who showed us  lots of fun Science ‘tricks’ including making 
slime out of food colouring and PVA glue. 
  

Back for another year, our school’s dance routine for ‘Time to 
Dance’ at Worthing Pavilion Theatre took a big step up to a 

full 5 minutes, covering dance and music from 5 different time 
periods across the school’s history. A lot of time and hard work 
went in beforehand and the dancers did us proud!

The term ended with a celebration of our musical talents in 
our March Music Festival.  Children performed confidently 
and impressed the audience with their singing and other 
musical performances.  The musical celebration also included 
performances by a pupil from Rydon Community College and 
(Tarus) and a local Folk group.

We look ahead to our final term as a First School before becoming 
a Primary School and moving to our new site at Rock Road!

Adam & Dylan

Willow Class
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THAKEHAM 
FIRST SCHOOL NEWS  
 
An Exciting Start to the Year! 
 
Despite the cold start to the year we 
have been enjoying some outdoor 
learning!  
 
Willow class had a fun Forest School trip recently where we 
put our survival skills to the test, building dens and using our 
tracking skills.  All of our classes will have a chance to do 
some outdoor Forest School work soon. 
 
We have all been working hard preparing for our Art Gallery 
on 14th February. We are looking to seeing everyone’s art 
work and showing the parents and local residents around.  
Contact the School Office for details. 
 
We will warmly welcome a student from Belgium (Elisa) to 
our Thakeham family. She will teach us French and we will 
learn about life in Belgium during her 3 week stay. 
 
We have just had auditions for “Time to Dance” -  14 children 
will be performing on  stage at Worthing Pavilion on 20th 
March celebrating different periods of music across the 
school’s history from 1875 to the present day. We do hope 
you will come and see us.      
 
Adam & Dylan (Willow Class)  
Thakeham First School 
                   

 
As readers may know, from this September we will convert from 
a ‘First’ school to ‘Thakeham Primary School’, with children now 
completing their full Primary education with us (up to Year 6). 
 
This means a fond farewell to our current school site: we are re-
locating 1.5 miles down the road, to occupy part of the Rock 
Road site (currently Rydon Community College) alongside a new 
campus of Steyning Grammar School (for Years 7-9). As we 
prepare for the move and the opportunities it offers we will 
continue to focus on individual care, attention, creative learning 
opportunities and developing each child’s full potential.  
 
We will expand from 3 to 4 classes, while retaining our small 
family ethos of nurturing and celebrating each child’s individual 
skills and talents. Our much improved facilities and resources 
will include: purpose-built classrooms, a new library, cookery 
room, extensive sports facilities including large field spaces, and 
the onsite indoor MXT swimming pool.  We will be expanding our 
range of before and after school clubs. Pupils are being involved 
the process of updating of our school vision, logo and uniform, 
and choosing new equipment for our bigger playground. 
 
Transition to secondary school will only require pupils to move 
next-door to the Steyning Grammar School site. We are 
developing curriculum links and enhancing curriculum provision 
and opportunities for our children.  Community is very important 
to us; we work hard to develop both local and global links and 
re-location will help us forge new community links, for the benefit 
of the children. We are already seeing a steady increase in pupil 
numbers as news spreads of these exciting changes! 
 

Samantha Norton (Headteacher) 
 

PRE-SCHOOL NEWS 
 

This September we will be moving into our 
brand new building, towards the south of the 
Abingworth development. We are looking 
forward to being able to open all day and 

welcome lots of new families to our setting. We look forward to 
planning a stimulating outdoor area with activities including; 
digging and planting areas, fairy garden, climbing areas and 
an area for our very popular camp fires. 
 
We are now taking enrolments for September 2017.  To find 
out more about us, visit thakehampreschool.uk.com, and if you 
would like to register your child, please call Sharon Rance on 
01798 815467. 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 
We are very pleased to report that our Neighbourhood Plan has finally passed external examination!  
The documents submitted for examination can be seen at http://thakehamparish.co.uk/neighbourhood-
plan/ .  We are now working with HDC on the steps and timing to bring the plan to local referendum in the 
next few months.  We will be aiming for a high turnout: having a Neighbourhood Plan endorsed by the 
community will be a major boost to protecting the rural character of the area, and improving local 
amenities, infrastructure and environment.   

PARISH COUNCIL CONTACT INFORMATION 
Clerk:        Owen Richards Web: www.thakehamparish.co.uk 
Tel.            01798 815305 Thakeham Parish Council, Storrington Road, 
Email:        clerk@thakehampc.plus.com Thakeham, West Sussex RH20 3EJ 
 

RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL: SIGN UP VIA THE FORM AT THE BOTTOM OF OUR HOME PAGE 
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GET INVOLVED!
THAKEHAM VILLAGE DAY – SATURDAY 17 JUNE 
The 2017 Thakeham Village day will be on Saturday 17 June; 
from 12.30 – 4pm on the Glebe Field.  It will be another fun 
day for all ages run jointly by the Parish, Thakeham First School 
and Thakeham Pre-school. If you would like to have a stall or 
would like to help us on the day with marquees etc. please 
contact the Clerk (details below).

JOIN THE VILLAGE HALL TRUST  
The Village Hall Trust seeks new members at this exciting time 
as we plan to move to the new Village Hall, and expand our 
role. If you think you can help, please contact John Bearman 
(johnbearman47@hotmail.com, 01903 744971)

JOIN OUR COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 
We are looking for people to get involved with improving our 
parish communications. We would particularly welcome input 
from younger members of the community. Contact Caroline 
Instance (caroline.instance@btinternet.com; 01403 741369).

THAKEHAM PARISH HISTORY: CAN YOU CONTRIBUTE? 
We seek photographs, maps, sketches etc. relating to the 
parish from Victorian times to the end of the 20th century, to 
add to our Parish History webpage, Contact Cllr Roger Taylor 
(edstrct@gmail.com; 01798 815969)

NATIONAL PLANT MONITORING SCHEME 
If you enjoy being outside consider helping to monitor habitats 
across the UK.  Volunteers survey 5 plots in a kilometre square, 
twice a year, and can take part in several ways depending on 
confidence and knowledge.  Support is provided both through 
training, web and telephone.  For squares needing volunteers 
in this area - see: www.npms.org.uk/square-near-me-public, 
visit www.npms.org.uk or email support@npms.org.uk.

MENTOR A VULNERABLE YOUNG PERSON 
The Positive Placements scheme based at Horsham YMCA 
seeks volunteers to mentor a vulnerable young person (for 
about an hour a week) on their journey back to education, 
training and employment. All sorts of people can become 
mentors, and for many reasons – you just need understanding 
and empathy, and to want to help young people build their 
confidence and overcome barriers. Volunteers get support 
and guidance from the team. To find out more please contact 
Catherine Pardoe, on 07392 879 247 / catherine.pardoe@
ymcadlg.org

THAKEHAM GARDENERS CLUB 
Meets second Monday of each month, 7.30pm, Village Hall.  
Contact: Linda Turk on 01903 743640. The 2017 Annual 
Flower Show will be on Saturday 22 July, 2-4pm.

ROADS & TRAVEL
If you witness cases of speeding, driving while using a mobile phone or other anti-social driving  
behaviour, and you have the registration number, report it! www.operationcrackdown.org

74/A BUS SERVICE   
Although this service has been reprieved, the new timetable is further reduced.  The key change is that the already limited service 
in the mornings to Storrington is now non-existent on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. The PC is looking at ways to improve 
community transport options and will focus on this at the Annual Parish Meeting of Monday 15 May. 

DID YOU KNOW?   
Help with Power Cuts.  UK Power Networks’ Priority Service registration system offers a 24 hour phone number and regular 
updates during any power cut. Those who rely on power to run medical equipment, such as dialysis or breathing apparatus can 
also receive additional help.  If you have family or friends who are not online and who meet the criteria, you can register on their 
behalf.  More information can be found online at www.ukpowernetworks/priority. 

Thakeham Parish Council News     Issue 48     Winter 2017 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THAKEHAM 
FIRST SCHOOL NEWS  
 
An Exciting Start to the Year! 
 
Despite the cold start to the year we 
have been enjoying some outdoor 
learning!  
 
Willow class had a fun Forest School trip recently where we 
put our survival skills to the test, building dens and using our 
tracking skills.  All of our classes will have a chance to do 
some outdoor Forest School work soon. 
 
We have all been working hard preparing for our Art Gallery 
on 14th February. We are looking to seeing everyone’s art 
work and showing the parents and local residents around.  
Contact the School Office for details. 
 
We will warmly welcome a student from Belgium (Elisa) to 
our Thakeham family. She will teach us French and we will 
learn about life in Belgium during her 3 week stay. 
 
We have just had auditions for “Time to Dance” -  14 children 
will be performing on  stage at Worthing Pavilion on 20th 
March celebrating different periods of music across the 
school’s history from 1875 to the present day. We do hope 
you will come and see us.      
 
Adam & Dylan (Willow Class)  
Thakeham First School 
                   

 
As readers may know, from this September we will convert from 
a ‘First’ school to ‘Thakeham Primary School’, with children now 
completing their full Primary education with us (up to Year 6). 
 
This means a fond farewell to our current school site: we are re-
locating 1.5 miles down the road, to occupy part of the Rock 
Road site (currently Rydon Community College) alongside a new 
campus of Steyning Grammar School (for Years 7-9). As we 
prepare for the move and the opportunities it offers we will 
continue to focus on individual care, attention, creative learning 
opportunities and developing each child’s full potential.  
 
We will expand from 3 to 4 classes, while retaining our small 
family ethos of nurturing and celebrating each child’s individual 
skills and talents. Our much improved facilities and resources 
will include: purpose-built classrooms, a new library, cookery 
room, extensive sports facilities including large field spaces, and 
the onsite indoor MXT swimming pool.  We will be expanding our 
range of before and after school clubs. Pupils are being involved 
the process of updating of our school vision, logo and uniform, 
and choosing new equipment for our bigger playground. 
 
Transition to secondary school will only require pupils to move 
next-door to the Steyning Grammar School site. We are 
developing curriculum links and enhancing curriculum provision 
and opportunities for our children.  Community is very important 
to us; we work hard to develop both local and global links and 
re-location will help us forge new community links, for the benefit 
of the children. We are already seeing a steady increase in pupil 
numbers as news spreads of these exciting changes! 
 

Samantha Norton (Headteacher) 
 

PRE-SCHOOL NEWS 
 

This September we will be moving into our 
brand new building, towards the south of the 
Abingworth development. We are looking 
forward to being able to open all day and 

welcome lots of new families to our setting. We look forward to 
planning a stimulating outdoor area with activities including; 
digging and planting areas, fairy garden, climbing areas and 
an area for our very popular camp fires. 
 
We are now taking enrolments for September 2017.  To find 
out more about us, visit thakehampreschool.uk.com, and if you 
would like to register your child, please call Sharon Rance on 
01798 815467. 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 
We are very pleased to report that our Neighbourhood Plan has finally passed external examination!  
The documents submitted for examination can be seen at http://thakehamparish.co.uk/neighbourhood-
plan/ .  We are now working with HDC on the steps and timing to bring the plan to local referendum in the 
next few months.  We will be aiming for a high turnout: having a Neighbourhood Plan endorsed by the 
community will be a major boost to protecting the rural character of the area, and improving local 
amenities, infrastructure and environment.   

PARISH COUNCIL CONTACT INFORMATION 
Clerk:        Owen Richards Web: www.thakehamparish.co.uk 
Tel.            01798 815305 Thakeham Parish Council, Storrington Road, 
Email:        clerk@thakehampc.plus.com Thakeham, West Sussex RH20 3EJ 
 

RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL: SIGN UP VIA THE FORM AT THE BOTTOM OF OUR HOME PAGE 
 

 

104358 - Thakeham Newsletter A4.indd   2 26/04/2017   13:36


