
FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
Welcome to our Winter newsletter. 

As usual, housing planning matters figure large in our work. 
Following recent consultations, including a well-attended 
November event in the Village Hall, Abingworth Homes 
applied in December for ‘phase 2’ changes to amend the 
area within the existing development permission designated 
for 51 bungalow-style units for the over-55s.  The proposal 
seeks to increase house numbers to 62 in total and remove 
the over-55s condition.  The revised mix would be: 29 x 3-bed 
and 33 x 4-bed ‘family sized dwellings’. Of these, 40 would 
be 2 storey dwellings and 22 bungalow style. This would 
include 4 further affordable units, to be delivered as 2 x 
3-bed semi-detached units. 

The application suggests that further community benefits 
could be linked to the changes, including more traffic 
calming measures around Abingworth, works to enforce 
a lower speed limit on the B2139 south of Jackets Hill and 
to enable a safe walking/cycling route between central 
Thakeham and Storrington.  By the time this newsletter 
goes out, the Parish will have agreed a position on these 
proposals which seeks to reflect the views of the majority 
of Thakeham residents. It will then be for Horsham District 
Council to decide the application.  

Our other main focus recently has been on financial planning 
to set the next parish budget and precept.  The main new 
Abingworth community assets will be delivered over the next 
12-15 months, and this requires the parish to gear up for the 
responsibilities of owning the new Village Hall, Pre-School 
building and sports facilities. Over the same period, we also 

need to fund major renewal of equipment in the High Bar 
Lane playground.   

Although we are continuing to hold routine items down, 
the exceptional costs of opening the new parish office in 
the Village Hall, helping our partner user groups to move 
into the new facilities, and putting funds aside for new play 
equipment means that our 2017/18 budget will rise by 9%.  
This equates to the parish precept element of Council Tax 
bills rising by about £7 for a Band D household.  

We know that such increases are not ideal, but we would 
ask readers to bear in mind that Thakeham has hitherto 
managed on one of the lowest precepts in the district. So a 
rise towards the district average (which is what this amounts 
to) is not unreasonable now that we will soon be able to 
offer a full set of modern facilities to our residents.   

We know that road safety is one of our residents’ main 
concerns.  As well as the traffic calming works on the 
Storrington Road related to the Abingworth development, 
we seem to be making progress with WSCC and Sussex Police 
towards reducing the speed limit near Jackets Hill.  We have 
however had a set-back in terms of WSCC not accepting our 
case for reducing the speed limit on the B2139 bends south 
of Picketty Corner – but we are still exploring alternative 
safety improvements there. 

And finally – at time of writing we have fortunately not yet 
seen severe weather conditions so far this winter, but please 
see the invitation below to help at such times. 

Alan Hunt 

Chairman, Thakeham Parish Council
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GET INVOLVED!
SNOW & ICE - WAYS TO OFFER AND GET HELP. As part 
of our emergency planning we are inviting volunteers who 
can be contacted to help with clearing snow/ice on untreated 
residential roads and footways.  Also, if you or someone you 
know is housebound by snow or ice, we may be able to assist. 
Contact the parish office (see overleaf ). 

JOIN THE VILLAGE HALL TRUST. The Village Hall Trust seeks 
new members at this exciting time as we plan to move to the 
new Village Hall, and expand our role. If you think you can 
help, please contact John Bearman. (johnbearman47@hotmail.
com, 01903 744971) 

THAKEHAM GARDENERS CLUB. This friendly, informal club 
for anyone interested in gardening meets at 7.30pm on the 
second Monday of each month in the Village Hall.  Contact: 
Linda Turk on 01903 743640.

THAKEHAM PARISH HISTORY : CAN YOU CONTRIBUTE? 
We are looking for photographs, maps, sketches or other 
documents relating to the parish from Victorian times to the 
end of the 20th century, to add to our new Parish History 
webpage, Contact Cllr Roger Taylor 

(edstrct@gmail.com; 01798 815969) 

JOIN OUR COMMUNITY COMMITTEE. We are looking 
for people to get involved with improving our parish 
communications. We would particularly welcome input 
from younger members of the community. Contact Caroline 
Instance (caroline.instance@btinternet.com; 01403 741369). 

BEEKEEPING FOR BEGINNERS TASTER DAY 11 : MARCH  
Run by Wisborough Green Beekeepers Association. 
See www.wgbka.org.uk; contact roger-patterson@ 
btconnect.com for details, or Gordon Allan 01798 
343470, petworthgordon@btopenworld.com to book
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PARISH COUNCIL CONTACT INFORMATION

Clerk Owen Richards    Web: www.thakehamparish.co.uk
Tel:  01798 815305     The Parish Office, Thakeham Parish Council, 
Email:  clerk@thakehampc.plus.com  Storrington Road, Thakeham, RH20 3EJ

Parish Council News

FIRST SCHOOL NEWS  

An Exciting Start to the Year! 

Despite the cold start to the year we have 
been enjoying some outdoor learning!  

Willow class had a fun Forest School trip 
recently where we put our survival skills to the test, building 
dens and using our tracking skills.  All of our classes will have a 
chance to do some outdoor Forest School work soon. 

We have all been working hard preparing for our Art Gallery 
on 14th February. We are looking to seeing everyone’s art work 
and showing the parents and local residents around.  Contact 
the School Office for details. 

We will warmly welcome a student from Belgium (Elisa) to our 
Thakeham family. She will teach us French and we will learn 
about life in Belgium during her 3 week stay. 

We have just had auditions for “Time to Dance” -  14 children 
will be performing on  stage at Worthing Pavilion on 20th 
March celebrating different periods of music across the school’s 
history from 1875 to the present day. We do hope you will 
come and see us.      

Adam & Dylan (Willow Class) 

As readers may know, from this September we will convert 
from a ‘First’ school to ‘Thakeham Primary School’, with 
children now completing their full Primary education with us 
(up to Year 6). 

This means a fond farewell to our current school site: we 
are re-locating 1.5 miles down the road, to occupy part of 
the Rock Road site (currently Rydon Community College) 
alongside a new campus of Steyning Grammar School (for 
Years 7-9). As we prepare for the move and the opportunities 
it offers we will continue to focus on individual care, attention, 
creative learning opportunities and developing each child’s full 
potential.  

We will expand from 3 to 4 classes, while retaining our small 
family ethos of nurturing and celebrating each child’s individual 
skills and talents. Our much improved facilities and resources 
will include: purpose-built classrooms, a new library, cookery 
room, extensive sports facilities including large field spaces, 
and the onsite indoor MXT swimming pool.  We will be 
expanding our range of before and after school clubs. Pupils 
are being involved the process of updating of our school vision, 
logo and uniform, and choosing new equipment for our bigger 
playground. 

Transition to secondary school will only require pupils to 
move next-door to the Steyning Grammar School site. We 
are developing curriculum links and enhancing curriculum 
provision and opportunities for our children.  Community is 
very important to us; we work hard to develop both local and 
global links and re-location will help us forge new community 
links, for the benefit of the children. We are already seeing 
a steady increase in pupil numbers as news spreads of these 
exciting changes! 

Samantha Norton (Headteacher)

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING IN THAKEHAM
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PRE-SCHOOL NEWS 
 

This September we will be moving into our 
brand new building, towards the south of the 
Abingworth development. We are looking 
forward to being able to open all day and 

welcome lots of new families to our setting. We look forward to 
planning a stimulating outdoor area with activities including; 
digging and planting areas, fairy garden, climbing areas and 
an area for our very popular camp fires. 
 
We are now taking enrolments for September 2017.  To find 
out more about us, visit thakehampreschool.uk.com, and if you 
would like to register your child, please call Sharon Rance on 
01798 815467. 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 
We are very pleased to report that our Neighbourhood Plan has finally passed external examination!  
The documents submitted for examination can be seen at http://thakehamparish.co.uk/neighbourhood-
plan/ .  We are now working with HDC on the steps and timing to bring the plan to local referendum in the 
next few months.  We will be aiming for a high turnout: having a Neighbourhood Plan endorsed by the 
community will be a major boost to protecting the rural character of the area, and improving local 
amenities, infrastructure and environment.   

PARISH COUNCIL CONTACT INFORMATION 
Clerk:        Owen Richards Web: www.thakehamparish.co.uk 
Tel.            01798 815305 Thakeham Parish Council, Storrington Road, 
Email:        clerk@thakehampc.plus.com Thakeham, West Sussex RH20 3EJ 
 

RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL: SIGN UP VIA THE FORM AT THE BOTTOM OF OUR HOME PAGE 
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