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FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
 

Welcome to our Spring newsletter.  
 

After many years, construction of the Abingworth housing 
development has finally got underway. Oakford Homes began 
construction work on site early this year as many of you will be 
aware. The focus of activity so far in phase 1 has been around 
the old soccer pitches, including a new access road onto the 
development from the Storrington Road. Construction activities 
are expected to increase over the coming months and first new 
houses being completed in late 2016. There have been some 
early problems with construction traffic and footpaths which we 
hope we have now resolved with the builder but if you have any 
further concerns please do get in touch. See the message 
overleaf from Oakford Homes, including contact details. 
 

We have now got a new parish website (thakehamparish.co.uk) 
and Thakeham Parish Community Facebook page up and 
running. We want to improve our communications within the 
parish on matters that are important to us all so please give 
these sites a visit; your feedback will be very welcome. 
 

Thakeham Neighbourhood Plan has been passed to the 
inspector and we hope to know by June whether it is able to go 
to a referendum. 
 

2016/17 Council tax bills have now been issued by HDC and 
you will notice that the Parish element has increased by 7.5%. 
While still by far the smallest element within the Council tax this 
does not mean we took the decision to raise our precept lightly. 
 

 
We have adjusted the structure of the parish council’s work, to 
meet increased expectations and responsibilities for 
community issues like planning, environment and 
communication.  This partly reflects the impact of staff and 
service cuts at District and County levels in areas like the 
planning consultation process, and giving more focus to 
preventing further attrition to our roads and footpaths.  
 

To support the greater workload we have changed our 
working group structure and increased the hours of our parish 
clerk (for whom we now also contribute to a workplace 
pension).   We will aim to minimise further increases in our 
future precepts, while being mindful of the need to gear up to 
manage a number of new assets coming our way soon, 
notably a new Village Hall, sports facilities and allotments, 
which will impact on the way the Council operates. 
 

We are sad to lose Councillor Craig Macpherson, who has 
had to step down due to work commitments and we thank him 
for his valuable work on our new website and Facebook page.    
 

If you would be interested in filling this councillor vacancy 
please contact me, Owen Richards or any Councillor for 
further information. 
 

Alan Hunt 
Chairman, Thakeham Parish Council 
 

 

 

GET INVOLVED! 
ANNUAL VILLAGE WALK – MONDAY 2ND MAY 
Join us for a walk for all ages around our lovely footpaths.  
Meet at 10am in Thakeham Village Hall car park. 

 

JOIN OUR COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 

We are looking for people to get involved with improving our 
parish communications. We would particularly welcome input 
from younger members of the community. Contact Caroline 
Instance (caroline.instance@btinternet.com; 01403 741369). 
 

PARISH DESIGN STATEMENT 
We seek residents to be involved in updating the current 
Parish Design Statement (viewable on the Parish Website). To 
express an interest, contact the Clerk.  
 

THAKEHAM PARISH HISTORY: CAN YOU CONTRIBUTE? 
Our new website now has a Parish History page!  If you have 
photographs, maps, sketches or other documents relating to 
the parish from Victorian times to the end of the 20th century, 
they could be added to a gallery we are creating.  Contact Cllr 
Roger Taylor (edstrct@gmail.com; 01798 815969). 
 

THAKEHAM GARDENERS CLUB 
This friendly, informal club for anyone interested in gardening 
meets at 7.30pm on the second Monday of each month in the 
Village Hall.  Contact: Linda Turk on 01903 743640. 
 

ST MARY’S CHURCH 
Historic church and active congregation; activities range from 
bell-ringing to the Thakeham Curry Club!  To get involved call 
01798 813121 or email info@thakehamchurch.com and see 
thakehamchurch.typepad.com 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
FURZE LANE TODDLER PLAYGROUND REFURBISHED 
Check out the excellent new equipment in this playground. 
  

THAKEHAM PRE-SCHOOL 
We are very busy in our wonderful garden, planting vegetables and 
flowers, playing with diggers and having fun with water and mud.  Our 
next project is to build a Bug Hotel.  We have created a stage area 
with curtain and dressing room and look forward to some great 
productions!  We enjoy our weekly music and PE sessions, and our 
new Whirly Wiggle Story Club sessions feature active story 
adventures with drama and movement. All great fun, supporting all 
areas of learning. We currently have spaces available and welcome 
visitors at any time. Contact:  Sharon Rance  01798 815467 
 

HELP WILDLIFE THIS SPRING 
Spring raises our spirits and gets us back into our gardens, but 
please stay mindful of the needs of birds, who are building nests and 
preparing to raise their young. This is not the time to be trimming 
hedges, which can disrupt bird nesting either by directly affecting 
nests or causing nests to be abandoned due to noise disturbance. 
Please leave hedge cutting/trimming until the end of July, bearing in 
mind that some birds lay eggs twice in a season.  It isn't the end of 
the world for us if a hedge is a little untidy, but it could be the end for 
this season's chicks! 
 
Why not do the extra bit for wildlife and pollinators in your 
garden?  Plant pollinator-friendly shrubs and flowers (i.e. single 
flowers - doubles are not accessible to bees).  Garden centres have 
many suitable plants and lots of great ideas. In addition, consider 
leaving a corner/strip/patch of grass to grow long. This provides for a 
variety of wildlife, including moths and butterflies.  
 
Gardens contribute a lot to biodiversity. Every bit we do really helps! 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THAKEHAM 
 

FIRST SCHOOL NEWS                    
 

It has been yet another exciting term at 
Thakeham First School, where lots of lovely 
things have happened. 
 

Children in Year 5 went to Junior Citizen, which 
was an opportunity to find out about the world 

around us and help us become responsible and safe citizens. 
There were lots of different stations such as: Mocktail, Police, 
Fire, Neighbourhood Watch, Wasterbusters, RNLI and lots 
more. It was a great day. 
 

We all celebrated World Book Day. Everyone had chance to 
dress up as a character from a book. Willow Class dressed up 
as characters from The Spider and the Fly, while Oak and 
Apple came as characters from a book of their choice. We all 
had a workshop with a visiting author and had lots of fun doing 
book-related activities. 
 

Some of the children from Oak and Willow, the oldest classes, 
took part in Time to Dance at the Pavilion Theatre in Worthing. 
They performed an Olympic themed dance to a large 
audience, along with lots of other schools. 
 

We also had our usual March Music Festival which included 
performances by Oak and Willow classes, the school choir, our 
Community Band and other guests. Everyone really enjoyed 
performing at this event. 
 

We were just as busy as term finished with lots more going on! 
First, we had our Easter service in the church with our families, 
teachers and Derek the vicar. Each class did their bit to make 
sure the service was special. Apple Class sang a song about 
Easter buns, Oak class recited a fun Easter poem and Willow 
Class sang an Easter song. 
  

We finished the last day with a fun egg hunt which had some 
tasty treats for prizes! 
 

Lucy K and Saffron (Willow Class) 

 

THAKEHAM VILLAGE DAY, SATURDAY 18 JUNE   

The 2016 Thakeham Village day will be on Saturday 18 June; 
from 1 – 4pm on the Glebe Field.  It will be a joint effort 
between the Parish, Thakeham First School and Thakeham 
Pre-school. It will be a fun day for all generations in our 
community and will also have information stands about 
developments in the village.   
 

If you are interested in being part of the organising team or 
would like to have a stall to sell your local crafts and produce 
or promote your local club, or have other good ideas to make 
the event a success, please contact the Clerk (details below). 
 

ENTER OUR LOCAL PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION! 
 

The parish council is running a new competition for local 
photographers, to celebrate the landscape, architecture, flora 
and fauna of the Thakeham area.  Whatever your age, if you 
enjoy taking pictures then why not enter: your pictures will get 
seen by a lot of people, and you may win yourself a prize! 
 

Further details of categories, age groups and prizes will be 
published on the parish website from Tuesday 3rd May.  
Entrants must give public domain permission for submitted 
photos to appear via the parish website. 
 

Entries must be to be submitted as email attachments to 
clerk@thakehampc.plus.com, by noon on Friday 10 June.   
 

NEW ALLOTMENTS 
 

Thakeham will gain a 23-plot allotment site with completion of 
the Abingworth development, hopefully in 2017.  To express 
interest in becoming a plot-holder, please contact the Clerk. 
 

FIND PLANNING APPLICATIONS ON OUR WEBSITE 
 

To keep abreast of local planning matters, visit our website 
(thakehamparish.co.uk) and navigate to Your Council/Planning 
/Find Applications, for a full list of pending applications. 

 

 
CONSTRUCTION AT ‘ABINGWORTH MEADOWS’ - A MESSAGE FROM OAKFORD HOMES 
 

As construction gets underway at the new residential development on Storrington Road, we are aware that you may be interested 
in the progress on site and that you may also have a few concerns about the construction process.  We place a very high priority 
on village life. While there may inevitably be some inconvenience during construction, particularly as the necessary deliveries to 
the site take place, please rest assured we will do our best to keep any disruption to a minimum. The development is subject to 
working hours restrictions which means that there should be no noisy operations outside of the stipulated working hours. All of our 
sub-contractors and suppliers have been made aware of these restrictions.  Please remember that building sites can be dangerous 
places so please do not allow children or pets to come on to the construction site. Thank you for your understanding and 
cooperation during the construction process. 
  

The development will have the marketing name of ‘Abingworth Meadows’ and will include a selection of high quality family homes. 
The show home is anticipated to open this autumn when you will be very welcome to come and see the homes first hand.  As part of 
our commitment to the Thakeham community, we are also constructing 20 local homes for key workers and more information will be 
released about these two and three bedroom properties shortly. If you would like to register your details for further information about 
the new homes at Abingworth Meadows, please telephone us on 01628 522084 or email us at thakeham@oakfordhomes.co.uk 
 

 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 
 

Our Neighbourhood Plan continues its progress through the public examination process. Following the six-week 
consultation which completed in December and further liaison with Horsham District Council, the Plan has now 
been submitted for independent examination.  We anticipate receiving the inspector’s views by early summer and 
hope that a referendum seeking endorsement of the Plan can take place soon thereafter.  We will aim for a high 
turnout.  Having a Neighbourhood Plan endorsed by the Thakeham community will be a major boost to protecting 
the rural character of the area, and improving local amenities, infrastructure and environment.  The Plan, 

supporting documents and updates are on the parish website, and see the Facebook page: ThakehamNeighbourhoodPlan.   
 

Parish Office Contact Information 
Clerk  
Core office hours: 

Owen Richards 
9:00–14:00 Mon-Fri 

Thakeham Parish Council, Storrington Road, Thakeham, West Sussex RH20 3EJ 

Phone 01798 815305 E-mail clerk@thakehampc.plus.com Website  www.thakehamparish.co.uk 
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