
 

MINUTES OF THE THAKEHAM ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
Held at 7.30 p.m. on Monday, 15 April 2019, at Thakeham Village Hall 

 
 

The meeting was chaired by Ms Caroline Instance, Acting Chairman of the Parish Council, and 
was attended by 35 parishioners and others.  Apologies were received from Cllr Skelding. 
 
The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 30 April 2018 were approved and signed. 
 
The Clerk presented the Parish Council’s annual report, exceptionally, due to the pre-May 2019 
election ‘purdah’ rules. A copy of the report is annexed to these minutes.  
 
The Chairman then Laurie Jackson of the Buglife charity, who spoke on the theme of ‘Pollinators – 
What’s the Buzz?’.   
 
A copy of the slides that Ms Jackson spoke to is also appended to these minutes. 
 
During a subsequent Q&A session, Ms Jackson was joined by Julie Bolton, WSCC County 
Arboriculturist, and both speakers responded to questions from the audience relating to the health of 
the trees in the local rural and garden environments. 
 
Points arising included: 
 

 The extent of loss of pollinating insects was extremely concerning – on study indicates 75% 
loss of biomass of these insect types between 1989 and 2013, even when measured on a 
nature reserve; 

 Two-thirds of pollinator species were declining, and ~250 species were at risk of extinction, 
for a complex combination of reasons relating to habitat loss, pesticide use, climate change 
and invasive competing species and diseases; 

 The serious situation relating to Ash dieback – around 20% of ash trees in West Sussex 
were currently badly affected; 

 The growing appreciation that ivy growth on mature trees is not parasitic and is rarely 
problematic for the tree, and the importance of ivy as a food source for pollinators was often 
under-appreciated, therefore careful consideration should be given before removing ivy 
growth; 

 Amongst things that landowners can do are: not over-doing cutting-back hedges, tolerating a 
standing growth of ‘weeds’ where possible, appreciating the importance of water and 
allowing boggy areas to remain, and creating ‘bee banks’ (i.e. exposed low soil banks used 
for nests by many species of solitary bees and wasps).  

 
 

Cllr Instance closed by thanking the presenters, and praising the value of their work to the area.  The 
Parish would definitely be exploring further the potential for partnership working. 
 
There being no other business the meeting was then closed following which refreshments were 
provided. 



 

Appendix 1 
 

THAKEHAM PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 2019 
 

Good evening and welcome everyone to this year’s Annual Parish meeting.  You are, unusually, receiving this 
report from me as Clerk because we might still have been in a period of election ‘purdah’ during which 
councillors are expected to keep a low profile.  I will try to keep my report short to give enough time for our guest 
speaker – and of course for everyone to enjoy refreshments after the meeting. 
 

The past year has been an extremely busy one for the PC, and has brought with it some key milestones in the 

development of the parish. 

 

In spring and early summer 2018, our key priority was the urgent need to replace the old wooden play 

equipment at High Bar Lane playground (the first phase of refurbishment).   We managed to get that project 

completed in time for the summer vacation, and covered costs through our reserves and raising money from 

grants and in the community.   This project put a lot of pressure on the PC's budget, but by tightening our 

belts our year-end position has been kept close to original budget. 

 

September saw a very successful Village Day, returning to Abingworth location with a fun mushroom theme, and 

a more ambitious offer.  Daytime attractions remained geared mainly to young people, but the new adult-

friendly evening Fun Guy Fest featured bands, food and drink.   Visitor numbers were up and community 

feedback was very positive.  Thanks to the organisers and everyone who attended, and we hope to see you all at 

this year's Village Day on 6 July. 

 

September also saw the installation of new traffic calming measures, to tackle the speeding problem on the 

B2139 that residents and the PC have been trying to tackle for at least 20 years.  The PC would have preferred a 

raised table-based scheme, but WSCC policies dictated a pinch-point scheme.  Although the scheme was 

extensively consulted, we are very aware that there are ongoing concerns particularly with the northern build-

out, and have been feeding those concerns in to the safety audit process but ultimately WSCC Highways are the 

decision-makers.  The other element in this plan is reduction of speed limit over Jackets Hall to 40mph, which  

Highways have just confirmed is going ahead.  Meantime, long-awaited reworks to the Monaghans entrance are 

now with HDC/Highways for approval and scheduling; which will prevent HGVs exiting northbound. 

 

Autumn 2018 also saw the start of full use of the Abingworth football facilities and changing room by Thakeham 

FC and Ashington Cougars.  Congratulations to Thakeham FC for an impressive league performance and best 

wishes for final games of the season. 

 

But the most important event this year was the handover of this new Village Hall in December.  The speedy take-up 

of these great new facilities by all kinds of groups has been impressive.  The building is run by the Village Hall Trust, 

who are doing a great job: it is already a busy place, and the Trust is working hard to further increase user numbers, 

including provision for young people and the elderly.  Continuing to build community use is important, as the 

funding that has come with the building is not generous, meaning that the operation needs to run close to break-

even in the medium term.  There are some teething issues, e.g. the acoustics in the main hall, but we are tackling 

them.  The important thing is that the new Village Hall, along with the sports facilities and rights of way network, 

provides a new central hub that the community of Thakeham hasn't had before. 

 

We are now looking forward to the imminent handover of the Cricket facilities and further progress with delivery 

of rights of way (upgrade of Strawberry Lane, a new footway along the B2139 north of Merrywood Lane, and 

extending the bridleway route, over the B2139 and through Monaghans’ site).   

 

It has been another challenging year for planning issues.   The volume of applications has doubled in the last 5 

years and we see many difficult cases, including attempts to shoehorn new houses into inadequate spaces, and 

proposals that affect neighbours and the environment, via loss of trees, more vehicles etc..  Thakeham PC 

continues to follow good practice in dealing with planning cases: in the tight 21 day period that we have to 

comment, every case is assigned to a member of the planning sub-committee, who engages with applicants and 

neighbours, before review at monthly open meetings to agree feedback to HDC (the decision-making body). 

 The PC operates under detailed national planning guidance, which sets out when proposals can be discussed, 



 

what are the 'material' planning considerations, and how feedback should be framed.  The proposals to amend 

the Abingworth shop are an example of a locally controversial case, where the issues for the PC, seen through 

the lens of planning guidance, appear differently to the perceptions of many residents.  HDC are due to 

determine this case tomorrow.  The volunteer members of the PC planning group deserve special thanks for 

dealing with a heavy caseload and the stress of having to hold the ring when local feelings run high. 

 

The Thakeham Neighbourhood Plan continues to prove helpful, but too often we find that the planning system 

works against the local interest, either because national rules are unfairly framed, or because HDC has a different 

policy agenda, or is just ineffectual (which is particularly the case with compliance breaches).   Looking ahead, 

the key upcoming planning issues are Thakeham Tiles (a designated site in the TNP, with a 90-unit proposal 

being considered by HDC), and Abingworth phase 3 – about which we will hopefully know more very soon. 

 

A number of other long-standing frustrations have not improved, or worsened, including the condition of our 

roads and ongoing loss of bus services.  The PC will keep battling on these fronts. 

 

But to end on a more positive note, the PC recognises that it needs to continue building momentum with 

regular events, activities and communications, and with that in mind we have recently appointed a new Assistant 

Clerk, Charlotte Dumbrill, to support me and PC members in this work.  And our May PC meeting will welcome 

three new members in a full complement of 11, ready to continue the good work.    

 

Finally, members have asked me to publicly thank their colleagues who, after valuable and in some cases very 

long service to the PC have chosen to stand down at this time: Alan Hunt, Dave MacEachern and Paul Skelding. 

 

================== 

 

Questions on this report can be raised under the final AOB item, but I would now like to introduce  

Laurie Jackson of Buglife to speak on the theme of: ‘Pollinators - what's the buzz?’.  Laurie will be joined in the 

subsequent Q&A by Julie Bolton, WSCC County Arboriculturist, to help answer questions relating to the health 

of the trees in our rural and garden environments.  

 

Over to Laurie! 

 

Owen Richards 

Thakeham Parish Clerk 
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www.buglife.org.uk       

@buzz_dont_tweet

What’s the buzz?
Laurie Jackson - Farm Pollinator and Wildlife Advisor

▪ Who are they?

▪ How can we help them?

▪ Why should we bother?

Pollinators!

We are the only organisation in Europe 

devoted to the conservation of all 

invertebrates. Our aim is to stop invertebrate 

extinctions and achieve sustainable 

populations of invertebrates.

The Invertebrate Conservation Trust Overview of invertebrates

There are over 40,000 invertebrate species in the UK, 
including:

▪ ~270 bees, ~9,000 wasps and ~40 ants

▪ ~7,000 flies, including ~280 hoverflies

▪ 59 butterflies and ~2,500 moths

▪ ~4,200 beetles, including 46 ladybirds

▪ ~2,000 true bugs

▪ ~650 spiders and ~30 harvestmen

▪ 37 woodlice

▪ 57 centipedes and 56 millipedes

▪ >1,500 marine invertebrates

▪ ~200 snails, slugs and clams

▪ 27 earthworms

Invertebrates in trouble

▪ In the UK it is estimated that 1,260 invertebrate 
species have become extinct in the last 100 years, 
this includes species of ants, bees, wasps, 
butterflies, moths, beetles, anemones, damselflies 
and caddis flies

Black-veined white © Laurie JacksonLarge copper © Laurie Jackson

As well as their intrinsic value, invertebrates perform 
many vital tasks, providing ecosystem services such as:

▪ Pollination

▪ Seed dispersal

▪ Aeration of soil

▪ Decomposition

▪ Nutrient cycling

▪ Biological control

What did invertebrates ever do for us?
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Pollination

▪ The movement of pollen from one flower to 
another - enabling fertilisation and seed 
production

▪ Pollination can be abiotic (wind, water) but the 
majority involves an animal vector with insects 
being the biggest group

Bombus monticola © Steven Falk  Villa modesta © Steven Falk  Silver-washed fritillary © Laurie Jackson

Pollination

▪ The movement of pollen from one flower to 
another - enabling fertilisation and seed 
production

▪ Pollination can be abiotic (wind, water) but the 
majority involves an animal vector with insects 
being the biggest group

Andrena dorsata © Steven Falk  Apple orchard © Laurie Jackson

Importance of insect pollination

Wildflower meadow © Laurie Jackson

Bees contribute 
£150 million 
more to the UK 
economy a year 
than the Royal 
Family brings in 
through tourism!

Bombus sylvarum © Steven Falk

Pollinators - an (almost) silent army

You might be surprised how many species are 

involved - at least 4,000 in the UK

Andrena cineraria © Steven Falk  

Callicera aurata © Steven Falk  

Episyrphus balteatus © Steven Falk  

Small blue © Steven Falk  

Bombus humilis © Steven Falk  

Dolichovespula media © Steven Falk  
Bembix rostrata © Steven Falk  

Paracorymbia fulva © Steven Falk  Honeybee © Steven Falk  

Flower visitors and citizen science

Images - Spipoll
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Egg

Adult

Pupa

Larva

Life cycle (bees, flies, moths, butterflies) What do pollinators need?

Shelter to breed and spend the winter Food as larvae and as adults

▪ Bumblebees - 25 species

▪ Solitary bees ~225 species

▪ Honeybee - 1 species

Bees (Order Hymenoptera)

Bombus hypnorum © Steven Falk  Megachile centuncularis © Steven Falk  Honeybee © Steven Falk  

Bees (Order Hymenoptera)

Colletes daviesanus © Steven Falk  

Anthophora bimaculata © Steven Falk  

▪ Very important pollinators

▪ Social (societies dominated 

by a queen), communal or 

solitary

▪ Rely on flowers for pollen and 

nectar

▪ Most species only adult 

~eight weeks (seasonal)

▪ An unbroken food supply is 

essential (March to October)

Tree bumblebee Red-tailed bumblebeeCommon carder bee

Early bumblebeeGarden bumblebeeWhite-tailed bumblebeeBuff-tailed bumblebee

Bumblebees Solitary bees

Long-horned bee

Wool carder bee

Six-banded nomad

Ashy mining bee

Hairy-footed flower bee

Sandpit blood bee
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Honeybees

Honeybee © Steven Falk

Honeybee © Steven Falk

Honeybee © Steven Falk Melecta albifrons © Steven Falk  

Cuckoos and cleptoparasites

Epeolus cruciger © Steven Falk  Sphecodes pellucidus © Steven Falk  

Nomada rufipes © Steven Falk  Bombus rupestris © Steven Falk  

Bombylius major © Steven Falk  

Black oil beetle © Steven Falk  

Bees (Order Hymenoptera) - nesting

▪ An unbroken food supply is 
essential from March to 
October

▪ Nectar and pollen sources 
required (some species rely 
on a single plant species)

▪ Species morphology (tongue 
length) can affect flowers 
visited

▪ Distance to nesting habitat is 
important - central place 
foragers

Bees - feeding requirements

▪ Foraging distances range from tens of 
metres to kilometres

▪ The availability of a range of food sources 
along with shelter for nesting and 
hibernation within a local landscape is a 
critical factor

Bees - distances travelled

▪ UK fly species ~7,000

▪ Found across all habitats

▪ Wide range of feeding habits - predatory, 

parasitic, scavengers, deadwood, plants, fungi, 

nectar and pollen - many are pollinators

Flies (Order Diptera)

Nemotelus notatus © Steven Falk  Odontomyia ornata © Steven Falk  Oplodontha viridula © Steven Falk  
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Hoverflies (Family Syrphidae)

Helophils hybridus © Steven Falk  

Anasimyia contracta © Steven Falk  Callicera aurata © Steven Falk  Cheilosia antiqua © Steven Falk  

Leucozona glaucia © Steven Falk  Mallota cimbiciformis © Steven Falk  

Hoverflies - mimicry 

Eristalis abusivus © Steven Falk  

Honeybee © Steven Falk  

Pocota personata © Steven Falk  

Volucella zonaria © Steven Falk  

Bombus hortorum © Steven Falk  

Hornet © Steven Falk  

▪ Very important pollinators

▪ They rely on flowers for pollen 

(protein) and nectar (sugar)

▪ Adults are usually short lived - a 

few days to weeks

▪ Many species have distinct 

seasonality

▪ Can exhibit territorial behaviour

▪ Some species are highly mobile, 

long-distance migrants

Hoverflies

Ferdinandea cuprea © Steven Falk  

Arctophila superbiens © Steven Falk  

▪ Aphid-feeders - active predators

▪ Develop in the nests of ants, social wasps and social 

bees - predatory or scavengers

▪ Plant feeders - roots, stems or leaves

▪ Feed on dead or decaying matter - sap runs; decaying 

wood; rot-holes; under bark; wet, rotting vegetation

Hoverflies - larvae 

▪ Climate and land-use are important determinants of 

hoverfly distribution

▪ Distinct seasonality - most have only one season per 

year

▪ Some hoverfly species are highly mobile and some 

species migrate from continental Europe

Hoverflies - seasonality and migration Butterflies and moths (Order Lepidoptera)

Dingy skipper © Laurie Jackson

Holly blue © Laurie Jackson

Comma © Laurie Jackson

Cinnabar © Laurie JacksonPale tussock © Laurie Jackson

Barred sallow © Laurie Jackson

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=4BF6keuadWUFfM&tbnid=oh66N02PiDjcnM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://bugguide.net/node/view/815670&ei=dItfU8e4Fcmc0QWVsoDoCQ&bvm=bv.65397613,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNGoyt0R6TIf1wmuul56TBeKUOERLg&ust=1398856928472756
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=ktNo6G3nrOM6PM&tbnid=rXvrZ5D2euWtDM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.flickr.com/photos/lordv/5130523829/&ei=FoxfU_38FsXt0gWCuoFo&psig=AFQjCNHMcjLu9vEtqizml8WYHAYxnN4TpA&ust=1398857065412106
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=LSqJh6gAJM4pYM&tbnid=oEwkt8VU0saSaM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.diptera.info/forum/viewthread.php?thread_id=17090&pid=77894&ei=Oo5fU-bYLfOY0QXw_4HwCQ&bvm=bv.65397613,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNEEwcT78UzzGrbJRgTHkU3EY5IdlQ&ust=1398856991634069
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Beetles (Order Coleoptera)

Leptura quadrifasciata © Steven Falk

Hoplia philanthus © Steven FalkClytus arietus © Steven Falk

Grammoptera ruficornis © Steven FalkCetonia aurata © Steven Falk

Pachytodes cerambyciformis © Steven Falk

Declines in insect pollinators

Comparison of the measured insect biomass using 

malaise traps in the years 1989 and 2013 - results 

show a reduction of more than 75%, Sorg et al. (2014) “an 
unexpected and frightening result”

▪ More than 2/3 of pollinating insects 
in the UK are in decline

▪ Six bumblebee species have 
declined by at least 80% in the last 
50 years - two have become extinct 
since 1940

▪ 76% of butterfly species declined in 
abundance or occurrence (or both) 
over the past 40 years

▪ More than 60 moth species became 
extinct in the UK in the 20th century

Declines in insect pollinators

Over 250 UK pollinators are in 

danger of extinction

More common and widespread 

species are declining in abundance

▪ Habitat loss, degradation and fragmentation -

changing land-use

▪ Pesticides

▪ Climate change

▪ Invasive species, pests and diseases

▪ Complex and interacting factors

Reasons behind pollinator declines

▪ Three million hectares of flower-rich grassland has 

been lost since the 1930s - much of the remaining 

resource is small and fragmented

▪ Meadows are thought to cover <8,500ha; 

calcareous grassland <40,000ha; acid grassland 

26,750ha; lowland fen 25,785ha; and purple moor 

grass and rush pasture <11,000ha

Losses of flower-rich grassland

▪ Neonicotinoids found in nectar and pollen; dust; 

leaching into watercourses

▪ Effects include impaired navigation and learning; 

reduced colony growth and queen production; 

impaired immunity; behavioural changes

▪ Interactions between pesticides and viruses have been 

found in honeybees

Pesticides

Dead honey bees © Laurie Jackson
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The cost of pollinator declines

▪ The cost of replacing insect pollination services 
with hand pollination in the UK is estimated at 
£1.8 billion each year - this is not an economically 
viable option

▪ The replacement cost has been calculated for a 
number of crops - blackcurrants £55,741/ha; broad 
beans £976/ha; raspberries £19,760/ha; 
strawberries £21,186/ha; tomatoes £43,842/ha

▪ Food as larvae and adults

▪ Shelter for breeding and 

overwintering

▪ A functional landscape in 

which these resources are 

available

What do pollinators need?

Lasioglossum leucozonium © Steven Falk  

Volucella pellucens © Steven Falk  

▪ Diverse pollinator assemblages increase pollination 

services as a result of variations in morphology and 

behaviour - a diversity of pollinators is required for 

sustainable crop pollination

▪ The availability of a range of food, sheltering and 

nesting opportunities, and the spatial relationship of 

these resources within the local landscape will have 

a big impact on the wild pollinator community

So how can we help?

▪ Look after existing flower-rich areas

▪ Increase useful features such as hedgerow, scrub, 
tall ruderal vegetation, ditches, ponds

▪ Provide food throughout the season

▪ Provide nesting habitat - bare ground and woody 
features

▪ Think about the impact of existing management

▪ Link features together at a pollinator scale

A little bit of what pollinators like Food through the seasons

Thistles, yarrow and 
scabiouses give early 
autumn food, with  
ivy often the most 
important autumn 
flower; providing a 
vital final feast for 
overwintering adults

Herbs such as legumes, 

composites and 

umbellifers, and shrubs 

such as elder, bramble 

and rose are key food 

sources, later in 

summer, teasel, thistles 

and hogweed can be 

particularly important

Trees and shrubs are 

vital - blossom in 

sheltered, sunny places 

can attract huge 

numbers of pollinators, 

along with herbs such 

as dead-nettles, ground 

ivy and dandelions

Spring

Summer

Autumn
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Pollinator plea

Some solitary bees have homing distances of only 90-

190m - foraging distance is strongly influenced by 

plant distribution, more flowers will help these 

species to be more productive (they like plants in the 

daisy, carrot and cabbage families)

Pollinator perk

Mining bees (Andrena) are the most abundant spring 

solitary bees and are important pollinators of fruit 

trees and oilseed rape - they can increase the 

quantity and quality of crop produced

Pollinator perk

Insect pollination is essential to gala and cox apples 

affecting quantity, but also quality - influencing size 

and shape that affects marketability, estimated to 

add £11k+/ha for cox and £14k+/ha for gala.

Pollinator plea

Hoverflies mouthparts make them suited to feeding 

on flat flower heads such as those in the daisy and 

rose families - planting more of these will give them 

the food they need

Pollinator perk

The larvae of around 40% of British hoverfly species 

are predatory on aphids - each marmalade hoverfly 

larva consumes 660-1,140 aphids, flower strips 

adjacent to potato crops increased egg laying by 

hoverflies (127%) and lacewings (48%).

Pollinator perk

Hoverflies have been shown to double the 

proportion of marketable strawberries, bee-

pollinated fruits have been shown to be heavier with 

less malformations and improved shelf life
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Pollinator plea

The availability of forage in close proximity to the 

nest is crucial for spring bumblebee queens - they 

need to visit tens of thousands of flowers to found 

their colonies, easy access to flowering hedgerows 

and shrubs gives these bees a great boost

Pollinator perk

Some plants have evolved poricidal anthers to 
regulate pollen dispersal, bumblebees use buzz 
pollination (creating vibration with their flight 
muscles) to release the pollen - blueberries, 
tomatoes, aubergines, potatoes and kiwis all require 
buzz pollination.

Pollinator plea

Bumblebee colonies exposed to neonicotinoids sent 

out more workers - who carried out longer foraging 

bouts but brought back less pollen, less frequently -

and lost more workers, ditch the chemicals!

Pollinator perk

Wild insects provide better-quality pollination as a 

result of their foraging behaviour - honeybees 

supplement wild insect pollination but cannot 

replace it

Pollinator plea

Butterflies and moths rely on energy from nectar and 

will have lower breeding success when nectar is 

limited - simple management in relatively small areas 

can increase richness and abundance of moths and 

butterflies

Pollinator perk

Butterflies and moths are vital pollinators of our 

wildflowers and an important part of the food chain
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▪ Trees and shrubs - field maple, hawthorn, roses, 

willows/sallows, blackthorn, bramble, ivy, elder

▪ Legumes - clovers, vetches, bird’s-foot-trefoils

▪ Open flowers - knapweeds, oxeye daisy, hawkbits, 

dandelions, yarrow, mallows, scabiouses, thyme

▪ Umbellifers - wild carrot, hogweed, cow parsley, 

hedge parsley

The top pollinator plants Artificial refugia

▪ A network of bee banks are useful basking and 

nesting habitat for a range of invertebrates

▪ A stretched crescent design can help trap warmth

▪ Choose sheltered, sunny spots close to forage 

Artificial refugia

▪ It is possible to encourage some species of solitary 

bee to nest with artificial refugia

▪ Hoverfly lagoons can be used to provide habitat for 

species whose larvae develop in rotting vegetation

B-Lines - landscapes for pollinators

The B-Lines vision - to create a network of B-Lines 

linking wildflower-rich areas across the UK from the 

west to the east, and from the north to the south, 

linking our hills to the coast, and linking our towns 

and urban areas to the countryside

Landscapes for Wild Pollinators 

▪ Enhanced pollination services

▪ Integrated Pest Management

▪ Benefits further up the food chain

▪ Potential for reduced inputs

▪ Improvements in nutrient cycling, water-use efficiency, 
soil conservation

Benefits of enhancements for pollinators
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Thanks for listening - any questions?

laurie.jackson@buglife.org.uk

07880 316036

www.buglife.org.uk Tel: 01733 201210      @buzz_dont_tweet

Buglife is a registered charity at Bug House, Ham Lane, Orton Waterville, Peterborough, PE2 5UU

Registered Charity No: 1092293, Scottish Charity No: SC040004, Company No: 4132695

mailto:laurie.jackson@buglife.org.uk

