
FLOWER
FESTIVAL
& OPEN GARDENS

St Mary’s Thakeham

14th, 15th & 16th June 2019
10am - 5pm

“Walk on the Wild Side”

Festival Weekend also Includes:
Thakeham Morris & Magog Ladies Morris • open mic 

Worthing Steel Band • Happy Days Big Band • folk music 
Sussex Harmonisers • Mike Fairall Magician • dog show 

auction of promises • open bell tower • barbeque • bric-a-brac 
children’s activities including teddy bear parachute jump  

stalls • refreshments… and more! PR
OG
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WELCOME

Welcome one and all, to the 2019 Thakeham Flower Festival! 

This is so much more than just a flower festival; there is 
something for everyone. Besides St. Mary’s Church, 
Thakeham being packed to the rafters with beautiful 
flower displays, there will be arts, crafts, bric-a-brac, 
music, an auction of promises, food, singing, open 
gardens, dog show… and much more. All this happens 
over a long weekend, so you have three full days to see 
everything.  

In this beautiful corner of West Sussex, nestled under the 
South Downs, you will find a very warm welcome. There are 
friendly folk waiting to show you into the car park and around 
the Flower Festival attractions; this year’s theme being “Walk on the 
Wild Side”. They will see that you enjoy the weekend to the full.  If you would like space 
to praise The Creator for what you have seen then please join us in the church at 6pm on 
Sunday 16th June for a joyful end to the weekend. Our music group will lead a service of 
praise, it is guaranteed to lift your spirits. 

I have only been living in the area a few months but I quickly came to realise how proud 
people are of their village and their church – and I am very proud of it too. Come rain or 
shine, come alone or bring friends. Either way, come and enjoy the love and welcome of this 
little village and its church.

Revd Sara-Jane Stevens

Priest-in-Charge of Sullington & Thakeham w/ Warminghurst

The first Flower Festival took place in 1967. Details of the first 
seven Flower Festivals have been recorded in an amazing 
book which was discovered, tucked away in a corner of the 
church. The beautiful writing is illustrated by some superb 
paintings completed many years ago by Joan Barnes,  
a long time Thakeham resident who sadly is no longer with us.   

A link remains, however, as Joan’s family has continued to 
support the Festival. The book will be on display in the church 

during the Festival.

HOW IT ALL BEGAN
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OUR BENEFICIARIES

St Barnabas House is a charity whose aim is to provide high quality, 
specialist palliative care, both within the hospice and in the comfort 
of patients’ homes, caring for adults with advanced progressive life-
limiting illnesses.

Patients are never charged for their care. It costs £6.5 million each 
year to provide all of the hospice’s care services, with only 21% 
statutory funding. This means that the majority of the money has to be 
raised through voluntary donations from local communities within the 
Worthing, Adur, Arun and Henfield areas.

Over the last 45 years, the hospice has cared for thousands of patients and their families. To reach 
even more people, St Barnabas House is developing and expanding the care provided as well as 
working with local hospitals, care providers and care homes to ensure that wherever a patient is, 
their end of life journey is as positive as possible.

JubyLee Bakes CIC is honoured to take part in this year’s Thakeham 
Flower Festival. Thank you for inviting us. 

We are a group of young adults with learning disability, and most 
of us also have autism. Over 90% of learning-disabled adults don’t 
have employment, so we started this 
business to enable us to have the 
opportunity to have training 
and work experience, and 
to give something back 
to our communities.

We won Young Start Up 
Talent Gatwick Diamond in 2016, and the business 
has grown steadily since then. We currently 
rent a school kitchen but are working hard 
to try to establish our own premises in 
Thakeham. 

Our work at JubyLee Bakes makes us 
smile ! We hope that our bakes make you 
smile !

All proceeds from St Mary’s Flower Festival weekend events will be shared between  
St Barnabas House, JubyLee Bakes and St Mary’s Church, Thakeham
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FLOWER FESTIVAL

THE ARRANGERS

Our Festival weekend started as a Flower Festival and we are 
justly proud of the reputation we have for producing the most 
imaginative and beautiful displays in our church. The organiser 
of the Flower Festival is Cynthia Julian, who has done an amazing 
amount of work and to whom we are extremely grateful.

The theme this year is: “Walk on the Wild Side”

Such wonderful arrangements would not be possible without the skills and vision of the talented 
arrangers working hard to plan and create the spectacular displays for us to enjoy. This year’s flower 
festival has been put together by the following arrangers, to whom we give heartfelt thanks:

• Cynthia Julian  

• Rosanne Blacklock & Linda Latham

• Alison Jennings & Natasha Dunmore

• Joanna Binnington

• Barbara & Barry Laker

• Jenny Denman

• Mandy Hassell

• Teresa Jones & Helen Heims

• James Jackson

• Revd Sara-Jane Stevens & family

• Clare Brown

• Sue Forcey

• Zarena Shrub

• Phillipa Smith

• Sandra Berry

• Sheila Verral

• Sally Adams

• Sally Primmett

• Caroline Instance

• Allison Goodfellow

• Special thanks to Tony Johnson, Electrician and Village Nurseries, West Chiltington.



• Bill Hay & Karen Dawes

• Anne & Rod Walker

• Suzanne Charles

• Ian & Jane Hollerin

• Andrea & Bob Timms

• Mark Keenan & Sarah Park

• George & Jane Blunden

• Theresa & Peter Jones

• Fiona McConnachie & Christopher Folwell

• Gillian & Keith Quince

• Peter Lang and Barbara Leigh

• Hazel & Terry Eldridge

• Glen & Norma Jones

• Joanna & Tim Binnington

• Philip & Helen Heims
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OPEN GARDENS

How wonderful to visit other people’s gardens, particularly those behind high walls or hedges! 
Throughout the day on Saturday and Sunday from 10.00am until 5pm (last entry 4.30pm), we have 
15 village gardens open to view around The Street, Cray’s Lane and Bramble Lane. 

Entry is £5 which includes all gardens. Go to the Church Rooms (in the Church car park) to 
purchase your wrist band and collect your map. We realise there are quite a few gardens to see so 
if you keep your wrist band on, you can split your visits over the 2 days if you wish.

Please note, a couple of gardens are open on the Saturday only, so if you are splitting your viewings 
over the 2 days, ensure you visit these gardens on the Saturday. It will state on the map which 
gardens these are.

We regret but must insist, that dogs are NOT allowed in any of the gardens.

A huge “thank you” goes to Philip Heims and George Blunden for the organising of Open Gardens 
and to the following for sharing their gardens with us:

Car parking will be in the Glebe Field, next to the Rectory, The Street, 
Thakeham. Disabled badge holders may park in the car park next to 
the Church Rooms. Please follow any instructions given by marshals and 
do not drive down The Street unless you have to – there will be lots of 
visitors on the road. Please note that all cars are left at the owner’s risk. 



Such an important part of village life needs to be celebrated! On Sunday morning, on the 
field through the Church Rooms car park, every dog visiting the festival has an opportunity 
to show off their charms! Entries from 10.30am. Judging from 11.00am.
Entry on the day £1 per class. 

• Best Fancy Dress

• Prettiest Bitch

• Most Handsome Dog

• Waggiest Tail

• Best Puppy (6-12 months)

• Best Veteran (7+ years)

• Best Trick 

• Dog Judge would most like to take home

• Best in Show (all 1st place winners from each class)

Please note: Owners of dogs must have their own insurance cover in place to protect their 
interests as owners, should a third party injury occur. Please clear up after your dog – a bin 
will be provided. Please keep your dog under control at all times.
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DOG SHOW Sponsored by Arun Veterinary Group

TEDDY BEAR PARACHUTE JUMP

OPEN BELL TOWER

On Sunday afternoon at 2.30pm there will be a parachute jump from the 
top of the Church tower for suitably adventurous teddy bears! So bring 
your teddy bear and pre-made parachute. 50p per teddy, per jump, 
which includes a certificate for very brave bears! Final jump 3.30pm.

Roger, our Bell Tower Captain and his team will be ringing our Church 
bells on Saturday between 2pm and 4.30pm. They will be on hand to 

have a chat and hopefully recruit some more ringers. Come and enjoy 
the beautiful sound and see if this is something you’d like to try your  
hand at. You can visit the bell tower to see the bells and if you would  
like to have a try at ringing (under supervision!), the opportunity will  

be there.
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REFRESHMENTS

MUSIC

OUR FAMOUS BRIC-A-BRAC STALL

STALLS

Refreshments will be available in the Church Rooms, including lunches 
and delicious home-made cakes, tea, coffee and cold drinks on all 3 
days. There will also be a barbeque on Saturday and Sunday in the 
Church Rooms car park. A big “thank you” to Wynn and her team for all 
their hard work.

The garage adjacent to the Church path will be stuffed with bargains and treasures on all 3 days – 
some brand new, mostly used, an occasional antique – but all intriguing.

There is music for all tastes over the weekend. 

Saturday – Open Mic – a chance to share your talent! 
Please ring Lis or Derek on 01798 813012 if you wish to 
perform.

Saturday evening – The Sussex Harmonisers will be 
performing in the Village Hall. (See pages 9  & 11 for 
further information and ticket details)

Sunday – Thakeham Morris & Magog Ladies Morris, 
Worthing Steel Band, Folk Music, Happy Days Big Band, 
Worship Group singing in Church and we end the weekend 
with a good old sing-song of your favourite hymns in 
Church. (See page 9 for further details and times)

On Saturday and Sunday there will be a range of stalls – JubyLee Bakes, PIMM’s, wood turning & 
carving, pre-loved designer clothes, plants, crafts, pottery, Village Deli, children’s activities, human 
fruit machine, hand-turned wooden pens, paintings – and if you would like time-out and someone 
to pray with you, there will also be a prayer tent.

Radio Sussex  “Dig It” star Tom Brown will be by the plant stall from 2pm on Sunday to answer 
your gardening questions.
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FRIDAY 14TH JUNE 2019

10am – 5pm •  Flower Festival in Thakeham Church

  •  Refreshments in the Church Rooms

  •  Bric-a-brac stall (garage adjacent to Church path)

7pm for 7.30pm •  Treasures from Your Home, Auction of Promises  
and Cheese & Wine Tasting in Thakeham Village Hall 
£10 per ticket (see ticket info below & advert on page 10)

Tickets for Friday evening (£10) must be  
purchased in advance and are available from:

• The White Lion Pub, The Street, Thakeham 

• Lis & Derek Osborne: 01798 813012 / 07807 077054

• Wynn Lednor: 01903 743025

Treasures from  
your Home &

Auction  
of Promises

WITH CHEESE AND WINE TASTING

Friday 14th June 
7pm for 7.30pm

Ticket Information
for Friday Evening at Thakeham Village Hall

SATURDAY 15TH JUNE 2019

10am – 5pm • Flower Festival in Thakeham Church

  • Open Gardens - £5 (see page 5)

  • Refreshments in the Church Rooms

  • Barbeque in the Church Car Park

  • Bric-a-brac & stalls

  •  Open Mic (see “Music” page 7 for details)

  •  Children’s Activities  
(gazebo in the Church Rooms Garden)

2pm – 4.30pm •  Open Bell Tower in Church

7pm for 7.30pm •  Sussex Harmonisers & Close-Up Magician & 2-course meal 
in Thakeham Village Hall  
£20 per ticket (see ticket info opposite & advert on page 11)
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SUNDAY 16TH JUNE 2019

10am – 5pm • Flower Festival in Thakeham Church

  • Open Gardens - £5 (see page 5)

  • Refreshments in the Church Rooms

  • Barbeque in the Church Car Park

  • Bric-a-brac & stalls

        •  Children’s Activities  
(gazebo in the Church Rooms Garden)

10.30am  • Dog Show (see page 6)

1pm – 2pm • Thakeham Morris & Magog Ladies Morris

2pm – 3pm • Worthing Steel Band

2.30pm – 3.30pm •  Teddy Bear Parachute Jump  
(see page 6)

3pm – 4pm • Folk Music

4pm – 5pm • Happy Days Big Band

5pm – 5.45pm •  Worship Group in Church

6pm  •  Songs of Praise in Church  
– this will be a selection of favourite hymns which will have  
been put forward as requests during the month of May.

Tickets for Saturday evening (£20) must be 
purchased in advance and are available from:

• The White Lion Pub, The Street, Thakeham 

• Lis & Derek Osborne: 01798 813012 / 07807 077054

• Wynn Lednor: 01903 743025

The Sussex 
Harmonisers

Mike Fairall
CLOSE-UP MAGICIAN AND  

MEMBER OF THE MAGIC CIRCLE

Saturday 15th June 
7pm for 7.30pm

Ticket Information
for Saturday Evening at Thakeham Village Hall

&

Please note that all Festival events are FREE to attend unless otherwise stated

PROGRAM
M

E OF EVENTS
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You are invited to bring a 
treasure from your home for  

Rupert Toovey  
to discuss and value.

Enjoy cheese and wine tasting 
organised by Cathy Roberts.

Bar & generous raffle prizes!

Auction of Promises Lots include

•  A week’s holiday in Portugal  
(villa sleeps 8, school term time only)

• A week’s labour (landscaping/carpentry)

•  2 Golf Lessons  
from PGA Professional Bernard Firkins

• Handmade Oak Chest

• HMS Victory VIP Tickets for 4 people

• Mushroom Factory Tour for 4 people

•  Champagne Picnic – chauffeur driven 
in Bob Timms’ 1952 Bentley Mark VI

• Lionel Messi signed football shirt

•  Dinner for 6 at the Rectory – with waiter 
& waitress service by the Revd & husband 

• Pet drawing

• Pet or family photo shoot

• Trial Gliding Lesson

Friday 14th June 
7pm for 7.30pm

Thakeham Village Hall

Tickets £10 must be purchased in advance (See page 8)

Treasures from your Home &

Auction of Promises
WITH CHEESE AND WINE TASTING
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Tickets £20 (2 course meal included) must be purchased in advance (See page 9)

 & The Sussex Harmonisers

Mike Fairall
Close-up Magician & Member of the Magic Circle

Prepare to be amazed and amused!

Saturday 15th June 
7pm for 7.30pm

Thakeham Village Hall

Michael Fairall is one of our country’s 
most in-demand professional close-up 
magicians. He has dedicated his whole 
life to the art of sleight of hand. Come and 
experience Michael’s infectious sense of 
humour and incredible comic timing.  
And believe in the impossible…

The Sussex Harmonisers are an all-age 
male voice chorus who sing Barbershop 
in both technique and substance. With a 
wide repertoire, they enjoy performing to 
entertain and to raise funds for charities. 
The group is a member of the British 
Association of Barbershop Singers.

Evening includes a 2 course meal!   
Bar & generous raffle prizes!
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OUR AMAZING SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS

We would like to acknowledge the kind support of the following businesses and friends:

•  Chris & Cathy Powell 
& Verité

• Karen Wells at Verité

• Nutbourne Nurseries

• South Hill Nurseries

• Thakeham Mushrooms

• Jenny & Johnny Denman

• Kate Fletcher

• Tony Attfield

• Vintage Rose

• The White Lion, Thakeham

• MooCoco

• Bernard Firkins

• Shaun & Genita

• Rupert Toovey & Toovey’s

• Laura Cameron

• Big Plant Nursery, Ashington

•  Village Nurseries,  
West Chiltington

• Shampoo Hair Studio

• Joanna’s

• David Clover

• Splash

• Acorn Catteries

• Crossways Veterinary Group

• Anderson Rowntree

• Cathy & Clive Roberts

• Arun Veterinary Group

• Joanna & Tim Binnington

• Graham Belgrave

• Rod Walker

•  Southdown Gliding Club, 
Parham

• Bob Timms

A big thank you to all the stewards, helpers and everyone who has had a part in making this event 
happen! 
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Pleased to support  
St Mary’s Thakeham and the Thakeham Flower Festival  

through high quality graphic design and printing
‘Walking on the wild side since we began in 2003’ John 3:16

t: 01903 241975     e: orders@veritecm.com     w: veritecm.com
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Design and printing of this programme donated in full by Verité CM Ltd


