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Parish Councillors and Abingworth Meadows construction team managers 
review progress on the new Village Hall
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YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

From the Chairman
A big thanks to everyone who attended 
and helped to organise the excellent 
Halloween Fireworks event of 31st 
October, particularly Councillor Paul 
Skelding, who pulled this together in a 
very short period. The Parish Council’s 
aim is to keep up a regular series of 
community events of this kind in 
Thakeham, but the limiting factor – often 
more so than the finances – is getting 
volunteer residents to help with the 
organising. We appreciate that modern 
life is busy, but if you have any time that 
you can offer to help run events, or help 
us to plan future events, please get in 
touch with the Parish Office.

We are conscious that residents in central 
Thakeham are understandably impatient 
for further traffic calming developments 
around the Abingworth 30mph zone 
and we are continuing to work with 
the developer and WSCC Highways on 
this. Although the process of getting 
necessary approvals and infrastructure 
lined up has continued to be frustratingly 
slow, progress is being made – see the 
more detailed report below.

Meanwhile, the new Pre-School building 
has been rising fast in its site near the 
southern Abingworth access junction, in 
advance of its completion and hand-over 
by Christmas. We have also now signed 
off the detailed specifications for the new 
Abingworth community buildings (village 
hall, cricket pavilion, football changing 
rooms), and the frames of those buildings 
are being built (see picture). We expect 
construction to resume in January with a 
view to completion and hand-over of the 
buildings by May 2018.

We are continuing to work with the West 
Sussex Community Minibus Association 
on a medium-term community transport 
plan to guard against the risk of further 
reductions to the already minimal bus 
service through Thakeham. We think 
it is important to approach this in an 
environmentally sound way, with the 
eventual aim of using a hybrid vehicle 
based at the new Village Hall. However, 
it will be several years before there are 
affordable hybrid minibuses on the 
market, so we propose to begin by helping 
WSCMBA to expand their existing service 
from Storrington to give more support 
to Thakeham residents. Key to moving 
forward with this will be finding one or 
two volunteers to act as local scheme 
coordinators. If you would be interested in 
getting involved – contact the Parish Office.

You may be wondering what is happening 
with the Glebe Field (off The Street near 
the White Lion) now that it is no longer 
used as Thakeham First School’s sports 
field. The field is owned by Chichester 
Diocese, and together with colleagues at St 
Mary’s Parochial Church Council we have 
made a joint proposal to the Diocese that 
we take over maintenance of the field as 
a communal green space. We hope that 

the Diocese see the merit of this proposal, 
given that the Glebe Field is located within 
the Conservation Area around The Street 
and is a designated local green space in  
our Neighbourhood Plan. 

We are also closely monitoring the 
situation relating to the nearby ex-
Thakeham First School site, which is 
owned by WSCC. Our latest information 
is that it will be marketed as a potential 
housing development. Given the 
constraints on the site, not least listed 
building status, it will be interesting to see 
what proposals emerge.

Alan Hunt, Chairman 
Thakeham Parish Council

Contact the 
Parish Council

Clerk: Owen Richards 
Web: www.thakehamparish.co.uk 
Email: clerk@thakehamparish.co.uk 
Tel: 01798 815305 
Office: Thakeham Parish Council, 
Storrington Road, Thakeham, West Sussex 
RH20 3EJ

Councillors’ full contact details can be 
found at: http://thakehamparish.co.uk/
councillors

Parish Council Chair Alan Hunt develops his bricklaying skills, guided by Oakford 
Homes project manager Mike Lenton, and site manager Brendon Schooling
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COMMUNITY MATTERS

The Sisters 
Memorial Fund  
Eileen Davies and Doreen 

Thompson

Here is an update on the memorial 
fund set up to provide a permanent 
reminder of the 40 years’ service 
these remarkable ladies gave to our 
community.

Before I set up the fund I spoke with 
Eileen’s stepsons and explained what 
I wanted to do, and suggested the 
bench could go near the bus stop at 
the Southern Entrance of Abingworth 
Crescent, subject to the relevant 
permission from Oakford Homes. 
Permission has been granted.

I chose this site as it is where children 
catch the school bus, and the sisters 
loved all the children. Both stepsons 
were delighted and thought this was 
the obvious place. It will be visible from 
Little House where they grew up.

Thanks to so many of you generously 
contributing. I am delighted to report 
that I have been able to place an 
order for an anti-vandal bench, and 
a memorial plaque. The bench has 
cast iron sides and mild steel slats, is 
maintenance free, and will last for at 
least 100 years. I have placed an order 
with Roger Watts of Country Crafts to 
lay a sand and cement slab so the bench 
can be bolted down. This will be laid 
in the next few weeks, and the delivery 
time for the bench is 5-6 weeks.

If all goes well we will see the bench 
some time in November.

Christine Hounslow
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Get involved! Join 
the Parish Council’s 
community committee
The Parish Council are looking for 
local people to get involved with 
improving our parish communications 
and community events. You can join 
this group without being a Parish 
Councillor, and we would particularly 
welcome input from younger 
members of the community. Contact 
Caroline Instance (caroline.instance@
btinternet.com; 01403 741369).

Dog fouling
The good news for dog owners in central 
Thakeham is that a new dog waste bin has 
been installed at the Abingworth football 
fields. This area is understandably very 
popular for dog-walking but unfortunately 
a minority of owners are not clearing up 
after their dogs. As the football fields are 
now in regular use by adult and youth 
clubs, bagging and binning is vital. 

As well as the dedicated bins, dog waste 
can be disposed of in public litter or you 
can take the waste home and dispose of it 
in your general refuse bin. So, please don’t 
leave home without a supply of poo bags 
and don’t let your dog wander off and do 
its business unattended. As this is one of 
the main causes of resident complaints, 
the Parish Council is now working closely 
with Horsham District Council, who are 
expanding their enforcement operation, 
including on-the-spot fixed penalty 
notices of £80. 

Local Crime Update
Residents unfortunately need to be aware 
that Thakeham and surrounding rural 
areas seem to be increasingly targeted by 
opportunist thieves and burglary teams. In 
the latest incident on 15 October, the High 
Bar Lane/Linfield Copse area was targeted, 
with thefts from 6 cars. Please ensure that 
all vehicles are locked and do not leave 
valuables in them. Similarly, if you have 
tools/equipment in sheds or outbuildings, 
do take steps to properly secure them. If 
you need to report a crime or incident to 
Sussex Police, call 101 or use the report 
form at www.sussex.police.uk/contact-us/
report-online

Readers will also be aware of the 
increasing incidence of attempted scams 
of various kinds. An unpleasant recent 
case has involved locals being targeted by 
telephone calls from scammers claiming 
to be from HMRC, trying to intimidate 
people into revealing banking details with 
bogus threats of legal action. Don’t be 
conned by this kind of telephone or email 
scam. If you receive such an approach, 
you can call the national Action Fraud 
team on 0300 123 2040 or use the online 
fraud reporting tool at www.actionfraud.
police.uk/report_fraud
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To update

Thakeham Gardeners Club
Meets second Monday of each month, 7.30pm, Village Hall. 
Annual Flower Show, outings and talks! 
Contact: Linda Turk on 01903 741068. 

LOCAL GROUPS ROAD & TRAVEL NEWS

Thakeham Bellringers
Based in St. Mary’s church, we practice on Wednesday 
evenings from 7:30 to 9:00p.m. and organise outings and links 
with other societies. 

We have 6 bells in the tower and as an added interest we have 
recently acquired a set of 10 handbells. Bellringing is excellent 
for your health – it’s good for the heart, stretches the back, and 
opens the lungs – all without any physical effort. No strength is 
required so suitable for all ages.

If anyone would like more information about bellringing we 
would welcome you to our tower on practice night. Roger will 
take you up to the bell chamber to see the bells, and if you wish 
you can have a try at ringing. We would love to see you and 
show you what we do so please do come along.

To find out more, see our webpage (http://thakehamparish.
co.uk/thakeham-bellringers/) contact Christine Hounslow 
(01798 815993 christinehounslow@hotmail.com) or Roger 
Watts (01798 813775 working.cap@btinternet.com).

Traffic calming
We have continued working with the developer and WSCC 
Highways to deliver the traffic calming measures around the 
Abingworth 30mph zone that have been approved in principle 
by HDC planners. Implementation of the ‘phase 1’ works 
(vehicle-activated signs and village gateway features) has been 
frustratingly slow due to the many steps required to get relevant 
Highways approvals and infrastructure in place (e.g. electrical 
connections to the locations of the VAR signs). However,  
we do seem now to be finally on track for this work to happen 
in November.

In relation to the further ‘phase 2’ measures – i.e. a new 
system of pinch-points through the 30mph zone - a revised 
design became available in mid-October, and by the time this 
newsletter is published will have been reviewed by the parish’s 
Planning group. We are also circulating the proposals to get 
comments from residents who have signed up to receive 
e-news from us, but if you have not seen the plans please look 
at the Traffic Calming Latest area of our website, where you will 
still be able to give feedback in November.

While initially prioritising the Abingworth area, we are also 
pursuing the extension of the 40mph limit from the northern 
edge of Storrington over Jackets Hill. We also remain 
concerned about the safety of pupils commuting on foot/
bicycle around Rock Road, and are working with the WSCC Safe 
Routes to Schools Team on this. 

If you witness cases of speeding, driving while using a mobile 
phone or other anti-social driving behaviour, and you have the 
registration number, report it! www.operationcrackdown.org
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Thakeham Community Bulletin is produced four times a year by 
Eyelevel Design, 23 Greatpin Croft, Fittleworth RH20 1HX  
Telephone: 01798 865480  
Email: bulletin@eyeleveldesign.co.uk

Every care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of content.  
Eyelevel Design cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions 
or endorse companies, products or services that appear in this 
publication. Production of the Community Bulletin relies solely on 
advertising revenue and is at no cost to the Parish or its parishioners.

A note from the publisher
This is our second Thakeham Community Bulletin family of 
publications. Do you have any events in the Parish that you 
would like to promote? Please email: bulletin@eyeleveldesign.
co.uk and we will try to include in the next issue due out in 
Febuary 2018.

This publication is an invaluable resource for everything that 
happens in and around Thakeham. Production of the Bulletin 
relies solely on advertising revenue and is at no cost to the 
Parish or its parishioners. Please take the time to look at the local 
businesses here and see if you can make use of their services.

Are you a local business looking to reach a targeted  
local audience?  
We have a range of size adverts for all budgets and there is the 
opportunity to tie your advertising in with our sister publications 
in West Chiltington and Pulborough. Call us on 01798 865480  
or email: bulletin@eyeleveldesign.co.uk for information.

Do you know someone who isn’t receiving this Community 
Bulletin? We are unique to other free publications in that we 
endeavour to get a copy to every single household in the Parish 
either by door drop delivery or post. If we’ve missed anyone 
please email: bulletin@eyeleveldesign.co.uk with the full 
address of the property that is missing.

Kerry at Eyelevel Design

To update

PARISH HISTORY

Can you contribute?
The Parish Council has begun the process of creating a 
local history archive web page (http://thakehamparish.
co.uk/archive-area/). We are seeking photographs, 
maps, sketches etc. relating to the parish from  
Victorian times to the end of the 20th century. 

Contact Cllr Roger Taylor 
(edstrct@gmail.com; 01798 815969)


