
The third and final phase plans for the
Abingworth Meadows development
have now been prepared following
discussions with Thakeham Parish
Council and Horsham District Council.

Prior to submitting a planning applica-
tion, we would like to hear the views of

you, the local residents of Thakeham
and Abingworth on the plans that are
outlined in this consultation update.

Details of how to make you views
known can be found on the back page
of this update.

Progress to date
Work started on the development by
Oakford Homes in early 2016 and Phase
1 saw the first homes around the cricket
field going on sale in October 2016. This
first phase of 71 homes, was completed
in the early part of 2019, which included
39 market houses, 20 shared-ownership
homes on the Thakeham Mushrooms
Farm side of Storrington Road and the
12 affordable homes located close
to the Pre-School building.

Phase 2 saw the completion and
delivery of the community facilities
of the Village Hall, the Thakeham Pre-
School building, the playground, the
football and cricket pitches and the
football changing rooms and cricket
pavilion. All these facilities have now
been handed over to the community
and work on the village shop will be
completed in the next few months.

Phase 2, which started in 2018, comprises
62 two-, three- and four-bedroom family
homes which included four affordable
homes and is due for completion in the
spring of 2020, when Phase 3 will begin.

Next phase of new homes
Overleaf is a plan showing the final
Phase 3 of the development. The number
of proposed homes is 79, which responds
to the changing housing market.

This quantity is greater than first
envisaged when the original scheme
was granted planning consent in 2013.
Much has changed since then and the
market has shifted towards a need for
a greater mix of smaller dwellings and
smaller family homes in line with
Horsham Council’s housing needs
assessment.
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Housing types
The Phase 3 plans include 47 one- and two-
bed apartments and small houses, which is
60% of the 79 dwellings proposed. Of the
remaining 32 homes, 28 will be three-bed
houses and just 4 will be four-bed houses.

There is a growing demand for more
affordable homes in the local community,
so 27 of the new homes (35% of the total
in this phase and marked with a blue star
on the plan) will be available for rent or
shared ownership through a local Housing
Association.

To cater for the demand for homes for the
over-55s, a group of nine small dwellings, to
be known as Cottage Court, will be created
around a communal courtyard garden.

In addition to Cottage Court, provision will
be made for homes for the ‘downsizers’
market. These are fundamentally different
by having fewer, but larger bedrooms to
accommodate mobility accessories.
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Housing density

The development area for the Phase 3
homes will be slightly smaller than
originally planned with no new homes
on the rising land to the south to protect
views of the Abingworth ridgeline from
Thakeham village. The proposed density
would be similar to Phase 2 at circa 24
dwellings per hectare.

Parking and car-share scheme

All detached houses will have garages
(many of which are extended to
provide both parking and storage
space) and all other dwellings will have
off-street parking spaces in line with
Horsham Council’s requirements.

To offer an alternative to car ownership
and reduce the carbon footprint, a
community car share scheme will be
introduced for local residents with a
dedicated parking bay with charging
points for two electric cars on the edge
of the Village Green.

Green space and allotments

The buffer strip around the new homes
is as originally planned, but requires
additional tree planting to fill gaps and
this will be undertaken in Phase 3
before being handed over to Thakeham
Parish Council for future management.
All homes will have gardens, or shared
gardens for the apartments and
Cottage Court.

The open space has been designed to
extend southwards from the Village
Green to create a green corridor
between the new homes and towards
the southern slope and the allotments.

The allotments are as per the original
planning agreement and we are
working with the Parish Council to
deliver the allotments as soon as
possible.

The Public Rights of Way (PROW)
arrangement for Phase 2 remains
unchanged and envisaged to be
competed and delivered within a year
from now. There are footpaths
identified in the original permission
that form part of this final phase of the
development and these will be
delivered during the construction stage.
The last PROW provisions will thereby
complete the overall PROW network as
originally permitted.

Artisan workshops

The previous proposal for community
workshops/studio next to the Pre-
School remains a relevant aspect for
Phase 3. Following a marketing
exercise, the demand for the area has
been crystallised and the provision has
been altered to provide for current
needs, much like the housing provision
for this Phase 3. It is therefore proposed
to provide an artisan studios/workshops
building designed to meet current
needs. Please let us know your views
on possible uses in your consultation
response.

Your views are important

We have set up a consultation website
www.abingworthhomesconsultation.co.uk
to collect feedback from local residents
on these plans. This feedback will be
shared with Thakeham Parish Council
and Horsham District Council as a
Report on Community Engagement.

Please visit the website and register
your details and your comments on
these proposals for Phase 3 of the
development. If you do not have online
access, please call 020 3189 9895
and leave your details and a printed
feedback form and reply envelope will
be posted to you.

Closing date for comments is Friday
31st May 2019.

For sales and marketing
information about Abingworth

Meadows, please visit
www.oakfordhomes.co.uk/

developments/
and click on Abingworth

Meadows.
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