
FROM THE CHAIRMAN
Welcome to our Autumn newsletter. Thakeham’s landscape is changing 
and after many years the Abingworth development is finally taking shape. If 
you haven’t visited the site and show homes, do go and take a look. 

House construction continues and you will recall that in the last newsletter I 
flagged the likelihood that the Abingworth developer would bring forward 
proposals to change the mix of housing and some additional units in phase 
2 of the housing development, and that there would be an open event 
to consult with residents on these issues.  The developer has indeed now 
requested the opportunity to present his revised plans, and this will now 
happen on Saturday 12 November, in the Village Hall, starting with an 
exhibition from 10am, followed by a Q&A session at 2pm. Pease do try 
and come along to this important event. 

As completion of the first phase of houses progresses, the prospect of delivery 
of the new community facilities draws closer.  The new Pre-School facility will 
be ready for September 2017 (see overleaf for more on this), and our new 
village hall, sports facilities and shop should all be up and running by 2018.  

These major village events may not immediately affect everyone in the village 
but longer term can all contribute to a re-energised Thakeham village and 
create a more vibrant community.  In order for this to happen, we will need 
support from you, the residents. Right now the Village Hall Trust would 
welcome interest from volunteers to join them at this exciting time to help 
the management group to create a new vision for the future usage of the 
new facilities – see below for more information. 

However, this is just the start; when everything is up and running the 
assets will need to be used and enjoyed. Sadly, there have been cases in 
the past where villages have received new facilities as a result of housing 
developments only then to allow them to become white elephants and 
eventually fail due to lack of interest and use. We must not let this happen 
here!

On other fronts, we have been monitoring the situation relating to 
investment commitments at Monaghan’s Mushrooms, and are impressed 
by recent progress in modernising their facilities: it’s clear that they plan to 
remain here for many more years to come. 

The Parish Council is aware that road safety is a major concern for our 
residents.  We are continuing to work with the developer about traffic 
calming options on the B2139 around Abingworth.  This is part of the legal 
agreements and we are optimistic about getting a positive outcome.  We 
have also been talking with West Sussex Highways regarding reducing speed 
limits elsewhere on the B2139, and creation of a “safer route to school” in 
view of the move of Thakeham First School to the Rydon site in 2017. We 
hope to be in a position to outline these plans at the public event on 12 
November mentioned above.

Our Neighbourhood Plan is currently undergoing detailed inspection by the 
government appointed examiner (see below for more details). We hope that 
it will be supported soon.

Alan Hunt, Chairman, Thakeham Parish Council
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GET INVOLVED!
JOIN OUR COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
We are looking for people to get involved with improving our parish 
communications. We would particularly welcome input from younger 
members of the community. Contact Caroline Instance (caroline.instance@
btinternet.com; 01403 741369).

THAKEHAM PARISH HISTORY: CAN YOU CONTRIBUTE?
We are looking for photographs, maps, sketches or other documents 
relating to the parish from Victorian times to the end of the 20th century, 
to add to our new Parish History webpage, Contact Cllr Roger Taylor 
(edstrct@gmail.com; 01798 815969)

JOIN THE VILLAGE HALL TRUST 
The Village Hall Trust is seeking new members at this exciting time as we plan 
to move to the new Village Hall, and expand our role. If you think you can help, 
please contact John Bearman (johnbearman47@hotmail.com, 01903 744971) 

PARISH DESIGN STATEMENT
The Parish Design Statement will influence the future design of local buildings 
and the look and feel of the area. To express an interest in getting involved, 
contact the Clerk. 

THAKEHAM GARDENERS CLUB
This friendly, informal club for anyone interested in gardening meets at 7.30pm 
on the second Monday of each month in the Village Hall. Contact: Linda Turk 
on 01903 743640.

HELP US LOOK AFTER OUR PLAYGROUNDS
High Bar Lane playground has recently been hit by several incidents of 
vandalism.  Repair costs don’t help us to keep your precept down. 
We will soon have a new play area for younger children at Abingworth, 
and the Parish Council has begun planning to refurbish High Bar Lane 
– which we will be consulting about. Please help us to look after 
these facilities.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 
After long delays caused by other parties, including difficulties with appointing an examiner, we are pleased to confirm 
that as of mid-October 2016 our Neighbourhood Plan is under examination. The documents submitted for examination 
can be seen at http://thakehamparish.co.uk/neighbourhood-plan/   We still hope to be able to hold a referendum seeking 

endorsement of the Plan by the end of 2016. We will be aiming for a high referendum turnout. Having a Neighbourhood Plan endorsed by 
the Thakeham community will be a major boost to protecting the rural character of the area, and improving local amenities, infrastructure 
and environment.  Full information about the Plan and supporting documents is on the parish website, and see also the Facebook page: 
ThakehamNeighbourhoodPlan.
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PARISH COUNCIL CONTACT INFORMATION

Clerk Owen Richards    Web: www.thakehamparish.co.uk

Tel:  01798 815305    The Parish Office, Thakeham Parish Council, 
Email:  clerk@thakehampc.plus.com  Storrington Road, Thakeham, RH20 3EJ
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FIRST SCHOOL NEWS          

It’s been a busy start to the new year at 
Thakeham First School electing children for the 
many responsibility jobs.  Everyone in school has 
a responsibility in class but we also have jobs that 
we can apply for to represent our class/school/
community or the wider world!  These are:

• School Councillors: representing their classes on different   
 aspects of school life

•  Play Leaders: helping to lead fun, play active play/lunchtime   
 games with other children.

•  Eco Warriors: looking after the school and keeping us green   
 and energy efficient 

•  Wombles: helping to keep Woodland Way and Bramble Lane   
 clean and tidy as part of our ‘Adopt a Street’ work.  

•  Junior Road Safety Officers: helping to keep us road safe

•  Reporters (us!): writing for the Thakeham Parish Newsletter   
 sharing all our exciting news!

•  Digital Leaders: helping across the school on both hardware   
 and software and trying out new technology

We are very excited to be moving to our new site at Rock Road 
next September and becoming a Primary School!  

We are looking at different colours for our new uniform, a new 
logo and, as we are growing to have 4 classes, we are choosing 
new class names, sticking with our theme of trees.

Last term we achieved our Silver School Games Award for all 
our great work in PE!  This continues this term with Y2/3 and 
Y4/5 football taster sessions at Steyning Grammar School and 
tournaments with other local STARS schools.  There is definitely a 
budding Beckham or two amongst us!                                                                                                          

By Adam & Dylan (Year 5) 

PRE-SCHOOL NEWS

This term we have welcomed some new children and their families 
to Pre-School and are enjoying the arrival of Autumn; sweeping 
leaves, planting spring bulbs, making pumpkin flavoured treats and 
toasting muffins and marshmallows around the camp fire.

We are beginning to plan for the move into our brand new 
building next Autumn.  Where we will continue to offer free flow 
play opportunities and have lots of exciting ideas to make even 
more of the wonderful outdoors!  We are also happy to be able to 
offer all day provision – initially 9-3 each day term time.

We still have spaces for this term, so if you would like to receive 
a copy of our prospectus or come along for a visit please call us.  
Or if you would like to register your child for next Autumn, please 
also call Sharon Rance on 01798 815467. 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING IN THAKEHAM
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